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session 1 | passive house 
tuesday, 2 march, 14:00 – 16:30h 
Austria has the highest density of passive houses in Europe: Almost 40% of Europe’s passive house square metres can 
be found in Austria and more than 5,000 buildings are constructed to passive house standards, saving about 27 mil-
lion litres of fuel oil compared to conventional buildings each year.  

Passive house technologies for communal buildings: Austria’s holistic approach to zero carbon design
Speaker: Georg Reinberg, Reinberg Architects, Vienna    

Refurbishing to passive house standards: Learning from Austrian experiences
Speaker: Günter Lang, IG Passive House Austria 

Ventilation and control solutions for passive house buildings
Speaker: John Williamson, JPW Construction  

The house as a powerplant: LifeCycle Tower, the world’s tallest energy-efficient modular high-rise building 
Speaker: Michael Zangerl, Rhomberg Bau GmbH
 

session 2 | energy from biomass for the built environment 
wednesday, 3 march, 10:30 – 12:30h 
The wood pellets sector in Austria has experienced enormous growth. In 1999 there were around 3,900 wood pellet 
heating systems installed in Austria. By 2009 this figure had soared to 71,000. 

Biomass wood pellet and woodchip heating systems are fast becoming a popular choice in zero carbon buildings 
throughout the UK and the Republic of Ireland. Austrian wood biomass heating firms have supplied large-scale 
systems to the Eden Project, the Welsh Assembly and Stansted Airport - which reported a reduction in gas 
consumption of 40% as a result. 

>>> In this session you will learn about the latest trends and developments in biomass heating from Austria for 
      use in a range of public buildings including schools, healthcare premises and office buildings as well as for 
      domestic applications.

 
 session 3 | integrating solar technology in buildings 
wednesday, 3 march, 14:00 – 16:00h 
Austria is at the very heart of solar technology development. 24% of Austrian homes are equipped with solar thermal 
panels. Austria is also home to an advanced photovoltaic industry, which currently employs 1,500 people. Austrian 
solar technology is already well established in the UK - an Austrian supplier recently fitted a major photovoltaic 
roofing system to the £37m 'Peak' development in London Victoria.

>>> The session features presentations on Austria’s competence in photovoltaics, solar thermal technology and 
building integrated solutions for enhanced architectural design.

 
 session 4 | innovations in timber 
thursday, 4 march, 10:30 – 12:30h 
Timber is becoming increasingly popular as a component of sustainable building design. Austrian companies have 
developed an excellent reputation for their expertise in timber construction and have worked with the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland’s most renowned design teams on a variety of high profile and cutting edge projects, be they Olym-
pic-sized swimming pools, inner city multi-storey modular housing projects or zero carbon schools. 

>>> In this session you will hear about some of the latest developments in timber engineering and explore the 
myriad possibilities that this most sustainable of building materials offers - building higher with modular 
systems, wider with large span beams and smarter with passive house timber designs.

SEMINAR SERIES
THE AUSTRIAN PAVILION WILL HOST A SERIES OF SEMINARS THROUGHOUT ECOBUILD.


