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Best of the reds

In the second of her guides to the finest in Jestive drinking, Fancis Robinson recommends reds

he single best Hp Oddbins' buyers to provide
for red wine something different, A
value is to head particularly smooth texture
straight for the from this superior co-op.
exceptional 2007 14.5%
Rhémes, which are still E5.99 or £4.79 in a mized
very much with us. case Oddbins
You can also take
advantage of the ! ' O Fournier, Urban Malbec
deals that have resulted §y 2007 Mendoza
from how difficult it is to 88 | Drink 2008-2012
sell lese glamorous |.' Scented, nutty Argentine
red This is ! interest, Lots
very much a UK-based "%t | pure fruft and attractive

selection. Alas, Amerlcan
wine is rarely a

bargain on this side . valua, 14.5%

of the Atlantic. Find £6.99 or £5.59 in a mired
internetional stockists at ! case Oddbins
wWww winesearcher.com,

Anakena, Single Vinayard
Borsao, Gran Tesoro Pinot Noir 2008
2008 Campo de Borja Drink 2010-2011
Drink 2009 Intense Chilean bargain with a

Light, simple, super-clean
Garnacha (the Grenache of

Chéteaunsuf-du-Pape) over- From £7.45 Noel Young, Halifax
delivers. Excellent value. 13.5% Wines
£38.54 Tesco, Spar
St-Joseph
Jacques Boyer, Lou Tribe 2007  Drink 2009-2013
Vin de Pays des Cétes de Wonderfully pure north Rhine
Syrah. The St-Désirat co-op

Oririk 2009-2010

Pure, ripe and spicy. Easy but
not simple. Warmish finish,

though the stated alcohol is good value at this special offer
12.5%, His Nogarede, Cuvée price. 12.5%

Charles 2006 at £595 is £8 99 Waitrose until

almost as good value. January 5

£5.50 Lea & Sandeman

Marqués de Mejla 2007 Rioja Brujo
Drink 2009-2010 Drink 2010-2013
Rich, round, very vibrant. Master of Wine Norrel

Not necessarily like the

Robertson's joint venture
Ricjas of old but great

over-delivery of brawny advantage of old

fruit for the money. 13% Garnacha vines.

£5.95 Wine Society | g:aet and rich and
Vignerons de £9.99 Wine
Roquemaurs, vam  Merchants, £10.50 Planet
Maura 2007 Vin de Pays of the

i i

Drink 2009 Ch Fonréaud 2004
Easy, fresh, lively blend

of southern French Drink 2009-2014

grape varieties with 30% Smart-looking cru
Bordeaux varieties, bourgeois reduced from
showing the £14.99. Relatively plump
determination of for a Listrac 2004.

El Escoces Volants, Manga del
2007

with San Gregorio, taking

£10.99 Co-operative superstores 5
until Jonuary 3

Achaval Ferrer Malbec 2007
Mendoza

Drink 2008-2013

Tremendous clarity of fruit -
really finely-honed red fruits,
Very versatile and moreish from

-appetising
blend of Sangiovese, Cabernet
Sauvignon and Tuscany's own
own Canaiolo, 13.5%.
£12.50 Jeroboams

with real appeal. 13%
£12.95 Wine Society

Yves Cullleron, Signé
Syrah 2007 Vin de Pays
des Colilnes

Rhodanlennes
Drink 2008-2010
Very polished and

savoury from a Condrien
king - very suave {ndeed.
Racy, bone dry, luscions,
polished and sinewy. Already
lots of pleasure. Too light to
have a very long life, [
suspect. 12.5% .

Cinsault 3%. Seriously good
South African red with real

complexity. 14.5%
£22.95 Handford, also
wiow.e Wine.eu

Dolcatto d" This wine, available in

Drink 2008-2011 relatively limited

Bursting with fruit and quantities, would be great

the perfume of Pledmont  with Christmas

in north-west dinner. Very lively and

Ttaly. Almost irresistible.  refreshing, Really gquite

£1299 Noel Young, AG heartening to find this in

Wines mass distribution - in
theory. 14%

Domaine Cordoliani £25 larger M&S stores

2004 Patrimonio

Drink 2008-2012 Kilikanoon, Duke Grenache

Pale rose colour from

its Pichon Lalande
lookalike label and nov
stands on its own two
extremely accomplishe:
feet. Spicy, Yvely with
integrity and
persistence. Such
intelligent winemaki
Enockers of Austral
wine should be fory
this, lucky things,
1t's not given away
though. 14%
= £45 Jeroboams

Dom Syivain Cathiz
Clos de I'Orme 200

Chambolle-

Drink 2003-2015
50+-year-old vines. I
delicacy and lovely

Corsica’s Niellucciu grape.
Very gentle, floral and
mellifluous - lovely stuff)
Exciting and persistent. 14.5%
£14.90 Theatre of Wine

Dom St-Gayan 2001 Gigondas
Drink 2009-2012

Rare to find a wine with such
bottle age an the market, from

& great southern Rhone vintage,

Surprisingly elegant for a
Gigondas. 14%
£17.50 Yapp Bros

Drink 2007-2015
Subtle nose with very fine
texture and real succulence,

Like so many 2000, lovely ‘
claret for current drinking.
12.5%

the grand vin. A
restrained take on 2005
with taut fruit purity
and length. 13%
£19.89 Majestic

Ch Cantemerie 2000

P r mnen -

amermel-m ﬁmmmw\
. 2000 2004

vintage
much more forward than Drink 2008-2014

2006 Clare Valley

Drink 2010-2016 £53.85

Sweet, fresh and juicy with

excellent balance, The best Dom des Comtes
Australian Grenache to have Samtenots du Milleu Premie
come my way. Cru 2006 Vi

E27.95 winedirect.co.uk Drink 2009-2016

The best Cote de Beaune re

Uccelliera, Rapace 2006 IGT a recent extensive blind
Toscana

tasting. Lip-smackingly
Drink 2009-2015 satisfying and ready to enjo
Scented and seductive. Polished  £59.55 Noel Young
and Hvely. Very fine and well
balanced. Ch Lynch Bages 1990 Paulll
£28 Planet of the Grapes Drink 2004-2014

An old favourite at the pea
. its powers. Or go for the
gorgeous Ch Cheval Blanc
| 1590 if the budget can sta
- £700 a bottle.
o= £160 Nickolls & Perks and
others

Drink 2008-2012
Proof that Austria’s reds are
catching up with the whites.
Mainly Zweigelt grapes.
Polished and super
smooth. Very

winning, What a treat to
be offered this at such a

Next week: champagne a.
sparkling wine

Many 2003 red bordeaux iy
are uncomfortably
overblown and tough
but this, from Ch Cos
d’Estournel, is a
delicious exception just
starting to drink well
now. Serious stuff,

Hawksheadwi
Highburyvintners.co.uk



