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EDITORIAL 

Dear Reader,  

 

The first few weeks of 2018 have indeed kept us on the edge of our seats. Will the new government 

deliver what the country and the international business community expect? It was certainly a promising 

start into the year and we share the optimism that the political changes will boost business confidence 

and strengthen the growth of the South African economy. These develpments encourage us to work on 

an exciting program of activities and events in 2018 and we hope you will enjoy reading about them in 

this 1st edition of our AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS in 2018. 

 

The special focus of this issue is on Building & Construction Technology from Austria. 

 

From 13 - 16 March we will be exhibiting with an Austrian Pavilion at bauma CONEXPO Africa. We are 

proud to present a group of renowned Austrian companies at Southern Africa’s most significant 

International Trade Fair for construction machinery, building material machines, mining machines and 

construction vehicles taking at the NASREC Convention Centre. Join us for an opportunity to meet with 

experts in the construction industry. We look forward to welcoming you to our stand Hall 5 Stand H5D25. 

 

In an effort to help address the serious drought faced by the Western Cape and other regions in the 

country, the Austrian Trade Commission, the Technology Innovation Agency, Silicon Cape and the 

Research Institute for Innovation and Sustanability have partnered to run an open innovation challenge 

to identify water saving technologies; particularly in regards to water use in agriculture. Find more 

information on this Agri-Water Innovation Challenge on page 10 and at: www.agriwater.org.za 

 

As always, a summary of current business opportunities offered by Austrian companies in South Africa 

is on page 5. These introduce you to new business partners from Austria offering construction 

technology, renewable energy solutions as well as transport equipment. 

 

The next issue of AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS will arrive in your mailbox in May 2018. Until then, we 

invite you to stay up-to-date by following us on Twitter or joining our LinkedIn group, ADVANTAGE 

AUSTRIA in SA. 

 

                                                       

Johannes Brunner 

The Austrian Trade Commissioner  

file:///C:/Users/BrunnerJ/Work%20Folders/Desktop/Newsletter/www.agriwater.org.za
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
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Austrian construction tradition – functional, sustainable, beautiful 

The Austrian construction sector accounts for 12% of 

the country’s total economy. Its competitive advantage 

in the sector lies in structural and civil engineering. In 

the first instance, it includes expertise in roofing and 

facade, formwork technology, structural fire 

protection, working with concrete and moulding. In the 

latter case, a long tradition in mechanics results in 

machinery of high quality from building machines and 

vehicles, road making, bridge engineering and 

tunnelling, to plant engineering and construction, earth 

works, canalization, power plant and railway 

construction. Continuous adaptation of technology to 

the demands of the task allows Austrian machinery 

manufacturers to realise construction projects safely 

and efficiently. The result is that Austrian companies 

are trusted consultants on civil engineering projects 

around the world.  

 

Including the above, Austria’s expertise in the construction sector hinges on four main points:  

 

 developing stronger, more versatile new materials, 

 the use of timber,  

 building sustainably and with the environment in mind, and  

 the care and upgrading of buildings of historical value. 

 

It is about aesthetics, functionality and sustainability. Take modern timber construction: its offers high 

protection against fire, as numerous studies have shown. Not only is it ideal for meeting the needs of 

the private residential home, it can similarly be suited for multi-storey commercial structures, e.g. 

large halls, bridges, etc. Wood is also one of the lightest construction materials that simultaneously 

offers the properties of excellent insulation and strength. Thus, from both an ecological and economical 

perspective, wood is the ideal material, with almost no limit to its possible areas of application. The 

sophisticated construction of Austrian timber ensures appropriate sound and thermal insulation, 

radiation protection and protection against earthquakes. 
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Austrian construction materials –  

putting the best technology in the right hands 

 

The use of contemporary, environmentally 

sound construction materials is changing the 

face of sustainable building; these materials 

are not only functional, they also open up 

numerous new design options. In 2004 the 

Salzburg company Rieder Smart Elements 

GmbH succeeded in combining the benefits of 

concrete and glass fibre to create the 

innovative product “fibreC“ - a concrete slab reinforced with glass fibre suitable for both exterior 

facades and for interior design. Ninety percent of fibreC comes from sand and cement, the remaining 

10% is composed of glass fibre, pigment and concrete admixtures. This creates slabs that are 

extremely durable even with minimal thickness and enormous slab dimensions and the primary energy 

needed to produce fibreC is significantly lower than for alternative facade products. Around 40,000 of 

these glass-fibre concrete panels were used to create the spectacular facade of the Soccer City 

Stadium in Johannesburg. Austrian companies have specialised knowledge when it comes to working 

with concrete. 

 

One of the more common building materials in South Africa is brick. In this area, Austrian companies 

have also contributed to a reputation in developing innovate new materials. For instance, POROTHERM 

bricks are the first European brick manufacturer to be awarded an eco-quality seal of approval by the 

IBO (Österreichische Institut für Baubiologie und -ökologie). Developing new construction materials 

and sustainable building methods is also what drives Lafarge Perlmoser GmbH, Austria’s leading 

cement producer. Sustainable construction activities should reduce the effects on people and the 

environment while at the same time guaranteeing the very highest quality buildings in terms of 

aesthetics, durability and stability - across the entire life cycle. 

 

Austrian construction companies have a wealth of experience and specialist expertise in managing 

particularly demanding projects - whether in structural steel engineering, tunnel construction or 

building in treacherous terrain and difficult conditions, high up in the mountains come snow, rain or 

sunshine. Austrian have the competitive edge companies because they respond readily to changes in 

the market and the nature of construction. They are often small, family-owned and built on a 

longstanding tradition of research and development and industry maintains a healthy and productive 

relationship with technical expertise centred at Austria’s top universities to focus intensive research 

activities on new construction methods and innovative products. These are the tools, materials, 

machines and knowledge that Austria’s export driven economy shares with the rest of the world via 

exceedingly competent Austrian companies with a global reach. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Construction Machinery & Equipment 

Machinery and equipment for the production of concrete hollow blocks, paving stones and curb stones  

AME GmbH is one of the leading manufacturers in Europe of machinery 

and equipment for the production of concrete hollow block stones, 

paving stones and curb stones. AME 

GmbH provides stationary and mobile 

equipment with various outputs options. 

AME supplies, from a single source, 

everything the customer may require - 

from a beginner model to a high-

performance machine. From planning 

to completion of the production plant, 

AME is at its customers’ disposal. 

AME GmbH offers also machines for “green products” which create economic 

benefits, conservation of resources during operation of the plants. Examples 

include machinery for producing ecological wood concrete blocks or ICB - 

Insulated Concrete Blocks for minimization of heating and electricity costs. 

E sales@ame.at | homepage (en)   

 

Friction materials for clutches and brakes  

Miba is one of the leading strategic partners of the international engine 

and automotive industry. The product portfolio includes sintered 

components, engine bearings, friction materials, power electronics 

components and coatings. Friction materials of the Miba Fictrion Group 

are a key performance element in clutches and brakes. By developing 

new friction materials and continuously improving existing friction 

materials, the Miba Friction Group is making a significant contribution to 

overall efficiency improvements to clutch and brake systems. 

 

In addition to in-house production of steel discs, Miba develops and 

produces fiber composite, sintered, ceramic, carbon and molybdenum 

friction materials with the aim to guarantee greater performance and 

operational safety for ever smaller and lighter components. On the repair 

and replacement parts market, the Miba Friction Group is a reliable and 

innovative partner for friction materials in clutch and brake systems. As a 

technology leader, Miba is a premium supplier in the aftermarket as well, 

supplying solutions for the construction machinery and mining industries, 

for agricultural applications and for trucks and buses. The dry- and wet-

running friction material components are available around the world, Miba also develops customized offers on 

the repair market as needed. 

E frictiongroup@miba.com | homepage (en)   

© Musil Patrick - WEEFWEAR 

mailto:sales@ame.at
http://www.ame.at/
http://www.ame.at/
mailto:frictiongroup@miba.com
http://www.miba.com/
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Mobile crushing and screening plants  

Rockster Recycler is a specialist in the development and manufacture of 

mobile crushing and screening plants for profitable recycling of 

construction waste, and the efficient processing of natural stone.  

The Rockster product range is characterized by a unique combination of 

performance and compactness, with the objectives: 

• maximum flexibility 

• highest production performance 

• easy and quick transport 

In order to extend the international Rockster dealer network, long-term 

distribution partners are sought who, as professional partners, can 

provide sales and service support to end customers locally. Ideally, 

partners will come from the construction machinery sector and have 

experience of process technology. 

The mobile Rockster crushing and screening plants should be offered to 

customers as a profitable solution for processing rubble and natural 

stone. 

E office@rockster.at | homepage (en)   

 

 

 

Mobile crushing and screening plants  

SBM Mineral Processing GmbH, an Austrian company with a long-standing 

tradition, ranks among the leading full-package suppliers of mineral 

processing plants and conveying plants for the raw material and recycling 

industries and concrete mixing plants for ready-mixed and prefab concrete. 

SBM stands for more than 60 years of experience, is a well-known worldwide 

plant construction firm and a globally well-established comprehensive 

supplier for highest demands. 

SBM's mobile, semi-mobile and stationary processing technology and 

concrete mixing plants are recognised worldwide for profitability and 

lasting value. They ensure economical and efficient production through the 

most modern technologies, e.g. the diesel-electric drive system of mobile 

crushing and screening systems. SBM’s local partners focus on product 

availability, customer service and support. 

 

E office@sbm-mp.at | homepage (en)   

  

mailto:office@rockster.at
http://www.rockster.at/
http://www.rockster.at/
mailto:office@sbm-mp.at
http://www.sbm-mp.at/
http://www.sbm-mp.at/
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High quality timber products   

Pfeifer is one of the oldest established and most competitive companies 

in the European timber industry. Its  activities focus on industrial 

processing of soft wood. The products of the Pfeifer Group are made from 

solid spruce. The raw material is characterised by its high quality and is 

locally sourced from sustainably managed forests. Modern, 

environmentally-friendly processing technology and continuous quality 

controls from the log to the finished product guarantee that a consistently 

high quality standard is maintained. 

The Pfeifer Group concentrates on the production of timber products for 

clearly defined fields: timber construction, concrete formwork 

technology, packaging industry and sawn timber and planed goods. 

Supposed residual materials as for ex. sawdust are transformed to a 

carrier of sustainable green power. 

 

To continue the expansion Pfeifer is seeking new wholesaler contacts. 

E info@pfeifergroup.com | homepage (en)   

 

Production technology, prefabricated concrete parts, pressure pipes & manhole components   

Schlüsselbauer operates worldwide as a supplier of plant equipment for 

the production of concrete pipes and manhole components for sewerage 

and stormwater drainage systems including pressure pipes and jacking 

pipes. Schlüsselbauer Technology wishes to expand its customer base 

and offers the following services:  

- Testing the application of precast concrete products in civil engineering 

(concrete pipes, concrete-plastic compound pipes, prestressed concrete 

cylinder pipes, manhole components) 

- Supplying production technology for pipes and manhole components: 

vibration moulding or casting production with self-compacting concrete. 

 

PERFECT is a system for producing high quality 

concrete manhole bases and superstructures that 

enables the user to produce individually manufactured 

products in a cost-effective manner. 

 

PERFECT PIPE is a durable sewerage pipe system, 

suitable both for trench construction and pipe 

driving/microtunneling methods, and is distinguished 

by its high static load-bearing capacity and long-lasting resistance to increased 

chemical attack provided by the continuous plastic liner.  

 

E sbm@sbm.at | homepage (en)   

 

 

 

© Musil Patrick - WEEFWEAR 

© Musil Patrick - WEEFWEAR 

mailto:info@pfeifergroup.com
http://www.pfeifergroup.com/
http://www.pfeifergroup.com/
mailto:sbm@sbm.at
http://www.sbm.at/
http://www.sbm.at/
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Professional metalworking solutions  

The services from AWF Vertriebs GmbH range from supplying AUDI CI-

compliant facades for dealers' showrooms and portal solutions incl. LED 

lighting panels for VW to planning, consulting, production, quality 

optimization and project implementation.  

 

With the flexible, dynamic team and proven network of partners and 

suppliers AWF stands for metalworking solutions that meet the highest 

professional standards. As an officially approved supplier of honeycomb 

panel facades for the new Audi Terminal concept AWF has already 

completed numerous projects in Europe, Canada and the Arab world. 

 

The aim of AWF Vertriebs GmbH is to expand the presence in the European 

markets, strengthen existing relationships in the international markets 

and enter new markets. 

 

Over the years AWF has successfully completed numerous Audi and VW 

projects in Europe, Russia and Canada to a high level of customer 

satisfaction and are therefore your first point of contact for every aspect 

of Audi + VW facades. 

 

E office@awf-solution.com | homepage (en)   

 

Renewable Energy 

HERZ - The complete provider for renewable energy systems: Biomass plants, Heat pumps 

As one of the leading European producers of innovative, cost-

effective and environmentally-friendly heating systems Herz 

Energietechnik would like to expand further and acquire new 

customers. 

With the most advanced pellet and wood chip heaters, log wood 

boilers and heat pumps, HERZ provides a full range of modern, 

environmentally friendly heating systems with maximum 

convenience and user satisfaction. The product range supplies 

everything from one source: 

 

• Log wood boilers 10 to 40 kW 

• Pellet plants 4 to 4,500 kW 

• Wood chip systems 7 to 4,500 kW 

• Large biomass boilers (warm and hot water boilers and saturated steam systems) 

up to 20,000 kW 

• Heat pumps 5 to 110 kW 

• Storage systems (buffer store, domestic hot water tanks) 

E office-energie@herz.eu | homepage (en) 

 

mailto:office@awf-solution.com
http://www.awf-solution.com/
http://www.awf-solution.com/
mailto:office-energie@herz.eu
http://www.herz.eu/
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Transport Equipment  

Mobile electric stairclimber – Transport devices for cargo and persons 

SANO Transportgeraete GmbH develops, produces and distributes electrically-

driven LIFTKAR stairclimbers and powered tracked LIFTKAR PTR stairclimbers 

worldwide. Cargo as well as persons can be transported ergonomically on paths and 

stairs with the help of these portable transport devices.  

 

The operator-driven stairclimbers are characterised by their practical operation and 

attractive design. They stand for work simplification and mobility. 

 

LIFTKAR PT and LIFTKAR PTR: personal transporter 

Target group: private and professional transport of persons with walking 

disabilities/wheelchair users 

 

LIFTKAR Cargo (SAL , HD) for cargo transport up to 330 kg. 

Field of application: transport of vending machines, beverages, photocopiers and 

other heavy loads. 

E office@sano.at | homepage (de) 

 

The ropeway as tourist attraction 

As quality, technology and market leader in ropeway engineering, the 

Doppelmayr/Garaventa Group operates production facilities as well as sales and 

service locations in over 40 countries worldwide and to date has built over 14,700 

ropeway systems for customers in more than 90 countries. Flexibility, know-how 

and pioneering spirit make the Group ideally equipped to meet all challenges of 

traditional and new markets. 

 

Doppelmayr/Garaventa sets standards with their innovative transport systems: utmost comfort and safety define 

their installations - in summer and winter tourism regions or as part of urban transit networks. The systems for 

material transport offer impressive efficiency and performance. 

E dm@doppelmayr.com | homepage (de) 

 

Turnout systems and track connections  

The voestalpine VAE Group is the global market leader for railway turnout 

systems. VAE offers turnout systems including drive units and monitoring systems 

for every traffic application: • High Speed • Heavy Haul • Urban/Suburban 

The particular benefit of complete VAE turnout systems is based on their 

minimized life cycle costs due to long service life, minimal maintenance 

requirements, high reliability and specification-compatible, tailor-made designs. 

More than 40 operations all over the globe enable the voestalpine VAE Group to 

understand local demand and challenges and help to provide appropriate solutions. 

E info.vae@voestalpine.com| homepage (en)  

 

  These and other business 

opportunities are listed on our 

website. 

mailto:office@sano.at
http://www.sano-stairclimbers.com/
mailto:dm@doppelmayr.com
http://www.doppelmayr.com/
mailto:info.vae@voestalpine.com
http://www.voestalpine.com/vae/en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/Oesterreich-in-Suedafrika.en.html
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EVENTS 

bauma CONEXPO AFRICA  
13 – 16 March 2018 | Johannesburg  

 
Advantage Austria Johannesburg is leading a delegation of Austrian companies at the fair! 

 

The following companies will showcase their expertise in concrete and friction technology, mineral processing, 

rubble processing and recycling and timber technology for wood construction and energy. They present 

interesting solutions that address concerns around housing, water, energy and the environment. 

 

AME GmbH 

KormannRockster Recycler GmbH 

Miba Friction Holding GmbH 

Pfeifer Timber GmbH 

SMB Mineral Processing GmbH 

Schlüsselbauer Technology GmbH & Co KG 

 

More information about the Austrian national pavilion can be found here.  

 

Live event updates will be tweeted from @Austria_in_SA. 

 

If you would like further information or to get in touch with the above companies, kindly contact us directly. 

 

Agri-Water Innovation Challenge 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS! 
 Deadline: 15 March 2018 

 

Water is not in limitless supply. When the use of water for health and sanitation is under stress, it 

is inevitably also the case in agriculture. While like residents in Cape Town we too can commit to reducing our 

water usage, in the agricultural domain water is needed for the maintenance of plants and livestock, on which we 

also depend. How to go about this challenge? 

 

The AgriWater Open Innovation Challenge addresses this urgent question of efficient/sustainabe water use in 

agriculture by bringing together Austrian and South African technology innovators. We have already received 

several proposals! Will yours be next?! 

 

Find out more here.  

 

 

 

 #AgriWater 

http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/events/baumaCONEXPOAFRIKA_2018.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/events/baumaCONEXPOAFRIKA_2018.en.html
https://twitter.com/Austria_in_SA
mailto:johanesburg@advantageaustria.org?subject=Query:%20Austrian%20pavilion%20at%20bauma
https://agriwater.org.za/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23agriwater&src=typd
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23agriwater&src=typd
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Green Building Solutions – Summer School 
21 July – 12 August 2018 | Vienna  

 

 

 

In 2018, 60 students from all over the world will once again have the opportunity to take part in this year’s Masters-

level course Green.Building.Solutions. in Vienna – the city of sustainable building. 

 

The inter-disciplinary lectures, workshops and field trips to best practice examples will examine ecological and 

sustainable aspects of urban planning and address interesting topics across a range of academic subjects in the 

fields of ‘green building’ and ‘passive house’ technology. Aspiring architects, planners, engineers and 

construction experts will engage face-to-face with experts and lecturers from a wide range of disciplines, gaining 

a very special insight into the practical aspects of their work. 

 

The Green.Building.Solutions. Summer University is run by the OeAD Housing Office in conjunction with eleven 

universities: The Austrian Institute of Technology (AIT) , the Waterford Institute of Ireland (WIT) and the University 

of Tokyo will also be represented. 

 

For further information, click here.  

Go directly to the application page here. 

 

 

The Future of Building Conference (with B2B-matchmaking) 
8 - 9 May 2018 | Vienna, Austria 

 
After the resounding success of The Future of Building in previous years, the Austrian Federal Economic 

Chamber once more puts the building lifecycle in the spotlight by focusing on innovative solutions, sustainable 

refurbishment and infrastructure.  

The 2-day conference opens with specialist presentations and panel discussions on the latest technologies and 

developments. A B2B slot will run concurrently. On the second day participants can look forward to site visits 

showcasing impressive projects and interesting solutions around the city. 

 

Limited financial support has been made available for participants traveling from further afield. 

 

The programm and registration links are yet to be made available.  

 

Therefore, if you are interested, kindly get in touch! 

http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/zentral/news/aktuell/20180118_Green.Building.Solutions.2018.en.html
http://summer-university.net/study-abroad/green-building-solutions-vienna/
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PUBLICATIONS  

FRESH VIEW  
Construction Industry of the Future 
 

This edition of FRESH VIEW of Austria’s may be one of the first ever published, and for 

good reason, the built environment is the cornerstone of all the traditions we hold 

dear. This timeless snapshot of Austrian expertise will leave you with no doubt that 

that Austria’s machine technology is a cut above the rest. The lasting impression rest 

on the close link between the privatesector and centres for research and 

development. In this sence quite similar to the source of expertise in other sectors.  

 

Download here [pdf, 6,860.3 Kb] 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

Advantage Austria Website [link]  
On this official web portal of Austrian business in South Africa, you will find the buiness opportunities 

listed in this newsletter, and many more. Additionally, information on import, export, investment, work 

and travel between South Africa and Austria can be found here. 

 

Join our group on Linkedin [link]  

Where we bring together our interests and expertise - and especially our experts - on Austro-South 

African relations and advancements in industry and technology. 

 

Follow us on Twitter [link]  

Where we enjoy sharing Austrian business and technology updates, and engaging our South African 

audience in the curiosities of our surprisingly ingenious country.  

 

Meet the team [link] 

Know who to look for at the next event! The team will be happy to meet you.  

 

Austrian organisations in SA [link] 

Find out about the Austrian Club, Austrian Business Chamber and especially the Austrian Embassy in 

Pretoria. You will need the details of the latter for your next visa application.  

http://www.advantageaustria.org/zentral/publikationen/ae/145_Construction_industry_of_the_future.pdf
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/Oesterreich-in-Suedafrika.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/zentral/index.en.html
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/Buero-Johannesburg.team.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/netzwerk/netzwerk.en.html


 
 
 
 

    

    

    
 

CONTACT 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Johannesburg  

Austrian Trade Commission 

Cradock Heights, 1st Floor 

21 Cradock Avenue (cnr Tyrwhitt Avenue) 

Rosebank 

Johannesburg 

T +27 11 442 71 00 

E johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

LinkedIn | twitter | Homepage 
 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA, with its network of foreign 

trade offices, is the Foreign Trade Promotion 

Organisation of the Austrian economy. Under the 

auspices of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 

(WKÖ), ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA is Austria's largest 

service provider and driver of all international 

economic activities. ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA acts as an 

official lobby organization, representing the interests 

of its Austrian members both at home, and abroad. 

 

 

 

DISCLOSURE 

You are receiving this Newsletter because you have been in contact with Advantage Austria Johannesburg in the past. If you no longer 

wish to receive this publication please unsubscribe by Email to: johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

Advantage Austria is committed to protecting your privacy and will never wittingly conduct any unauthorized commercial email 

delivery, also known as spam. 

 

 

mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za
mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org

