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EDITORIAL 

Dear Reader, 

 

the AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS has undergone a facelift as we strive to provide 

you with even more relevant business news & opportunities from Austria. We 

trust you will enjoy the new look and the enhanced content of our quarterly 

newsletter. Thus, welcome to the 1st edition of AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS in 

2017. This is your insider brief into our activities in Southern Africa.  

 

Austrian exports to South Africa held their ground in 2016 inspite of the rather tenuous economic 

situation and exchange rate volatility. Total exports from Austria to South Africa amounted to 435m €. 

Yes, we have certainly seen better years. However, we are pleased to see a slight improvement in our 

strongest product group, machinery & vehicle exports, which account for almost 50 % or 215m €. 

Other major exports include paper & paper products (34m €), iron & steel (30m €) and 

pharmaceuticals (27m €). During the same period Austrian imports from South Africa amounted to 

311m €. The top 3 imported products were iron ore (133m €), fruit & vegetables (38m €) and vehicles 

(36m €). Overall our trade surplus increased to 124m €.       

 

Clearly both Austrian companies and their South African counterparts have been busy. We have been 

too, as we prepare for our landmark event for the first quarter. On 28 and 29 March, we will be 

participating for the third time at Power & Electricity World Africa with an Austrian Pavilion. At this 

conference and expo, leading Austrian companies in the field of energy production and storage will 

join us in showcasing the latest technology available for the efficient use of renewable energy from 

our neck of the woods. Keep on reading this edition of AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS to find out more 

about this and what else we have planned.  

  

Then, as always, you will find a summary of current business opportunities offered by Austrian 

companies in South Africa on page 5. These will lead you to our new business partners from Austria; 

some have a solution for road repair, others make it easier for wheelchair-users to take the stairs. 

Don’t think it’s possible? Have a look.  

 

The next issue of AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS will arrive in your mailbox in May. Until then, we invite 

you to stay up-to-date by following us on Twitter or joining our LinkedIn group, ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 

in SA. 

 

Best wishes, 

  

Johannes Brunner 

The Austrian Trade Commissioner  

https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
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THE LATEST NEWS 

Innovation in South Africa 

Johannesburg becomes one of 25 Advantage Austria “Innovation Centres” worldwide  

 

The Austrian Trade Commission, Advantage Austria, has tuned into 

the currents of innovation taking place across the globe. Since 

January, twenty-five branches in its worldwide network have been 

named ‘Innovation Centres’. Among them, is Johannesburg. The 

following observations were made while exploring the innovation 

landscape in South Africa. 

 

Navigating the local startup landscape 

 

The startup scene in South Africa represents an amalgamation of several, localised networks, and though it 

may therefore be a little disjointed, it is vibrant. Johannesburg, Pretoria and Cape Town each have their own 

networks of incubators and accelerators complimented by the capacities of universities and independent 

institutes. Especially Cape Town is positioning itself as the region’s startup capital with the Cape Innovation and 

Techonology Initiative (CiTi) and Silicon Cape. The Gauteng Growth and Development Agency’s Innovation Hub in 

Pretoria is also certianly no new-comer. Such Metro-driven and wider public sector support is necessary in a 

policy environment still adapting to new ways of doing business. National and regional programmes run 

together with entrepreneurship and youth development companies, simultaneously positioning themselves to 

upskill young people and diminish unemployment through entrepreneurship. Co-working spaces are 

burgeoning in Johannesburg, alongside moves by Google, IBM and Microsoft – among others in the private 

sector – to invest in ideas that can alter the way people live, work and play. Opportunites exist to turn daily 

inefficiencies into disruptive responses and ‘inclusivity’ is buzzword, mantra and motivation. Especially FinTech 

breakthroughs have hinged on this point. 

 

The future potential for distruption  

 

Startups and technology go hand-in-hand. On the continent, the mobile phone rules the roost. According to 

Ericsson’s 2016 Sub-Saharan Africa Mobility Report, smartphone penetration is forecast to reach around 80 % 

by 2022. Due to this and a population of roughly 1 billion, the region’s tech-space has significant potential. 

These circumstances are supportive for startup innovation. However, the greatest challenge to startups in 

South Africa is gaining access to their market, to customers. Those invested in principly good ideas are trying to 

fill this gap by redoublig their efforts in networking, connecting the owners of ideas to the major players. But, do 

not mistake this for the age old saying, ‘it’s not what you know, but who you know’, because in reality both 

ensure the success of startups here, or anywhere else. 
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Doing Business in South Africa: EU Investor Insights 

Last year’s European Union (EU) Business Climate Survey asked over 500 European investors to bare all. With a 

10 % return rate, the sample size does not guarantee sufficient statistical significance, but nevertheless 

provides a sense of EU investors' satisfaction with business environment in South Africa. 

 

Key highlights 

 

Austrian companies are well represented in the local 

market. Among the respondents, Germany, France, Italy, 

the UK and Austria were the five largest investors. Results 

revealed common interest in the availiability and quality of 

infrastructure, as well as, a significant level of hopefulness 

around telecoms and internet services. Though Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment has presented its 

own challenge, investors have shown themselves to be committed to transformation by spending in excess of 

R40 million on capacity building and skills development. Overall, confidence has declined, especially due to the 

volatility of the Rand, but half of the respondents reported increased earnings and employing more staff over 

the last year. Political uncertainties edge their way into the local market, but South Africa remains a favourable 

location for regional headquarters. The EU bloc of 28 Member States accounts for close to 80 % of South 

Africa’s total FDI, and more than 20 % of total trade. The full report was released on Monday, 27 February and 

can be downloaded here. 

 

World Winter Games take place in Schmalding, Styria 
 

In the last edition of our newsletter we drew your attention to the efforts of 

Special Olympics South Africa to ensure their team reached the Special 

Olympics World Winter Games. The games commenced on 14 March in 

Schladming, Styria, Austria’s second-largest province. Over 2500 athletes 

from 100 countries are represented, competing in 9 Olympic-type winter 

sports: alpine and cross country skiing, figure skating, floor hockey, 

floorball, snowboarding, snowshoeing, short track speed skating and stick 

shooting. The games will continue until the end of this week, with a closing 

ceremony to be held at the Stadium Graz on Saturday, 25 March.  

  

The first Special Olympics was held in the United States in 1977. More than 500 athletes participated in skiing 

and skating events that were covered by three major television networks. In 1993, Austria became the first 

country outside of the U.S.A to host the Games. It was the 5th Winter Games and took place in Salzburg and 

Schmalding. 

 

Follow Team SA’s progress here.  

© Special Olympics 

https://twitter.com/Austria_in_SA/status/834748759200366592
https://twitter.com/SO_SouthAfrica
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Energy 

Renewable energy systems 

From large-scale environmentally friendly boilers and solar techonolgy, to heat pumps 

(with passive cooling for summer) and smaller volumes of hot water tanks for the home 

and small-business use,  Herz Energytechnik does it all to keep you warm! You can be 

the trusted distributor to join their 120 year-old global success story.

E office-energie@herz.eu | homepage (en) 

 

Infrastructure and Mobility 

Asphalt 

The quality fix for potholes. With Vialit Asphalt. routine road repair can be done at break-neck speed in heavy 

traffic. Their asphalt can take traffic loads immediately, in wet or dry conditions. In the suburban avenue or on a 

major highway, for joint repair or to remedy trench failure. ReaktivAsphalt, as it is called, can also be useful in 

waterproofing basements. 

| E office@vialit.at | homepage (en) 
 

Public Transport Gondolas 

Traffic can be a thing of the past, but you may just feel like a 

tourist on your journey across your city’s skies. Doppelmayr, 

the market leader in ropeway engineering, is extending the 

gondola network in La Paz, Bolivia. The first phase of the 

project layed out three lines that began operating at the end of 

2014. The newest line stretching over 5 kilometers was opened 

earlier this month, and more are yet to come. It is estimated 

that by the end of the project the total length of the network will 

reach 30 kilometers and encomapss 26 stations. Bolivian 

authorities are said to be investing 560m USD into the 

expansion. One can now say definitively that gondolas are not only suited for the Austrian ski pistes. With close 

to 3000 employees and representation in over 40 countries, who better than Doppelmayr to bring creative urban 

design to conjested cities.  

E dm@doppelmayr.com | homepage (en) 

 

Rail 
Where will you take your goods next, and how will they get there? Voestalpine VAE GmbH knows steel and how 

to keep your goods - and you - on track! Their track connections and turnout systems, including drive units and 

monitoring systems are brought to you by their Johannesburg-based local subsidiary. Designed-to-

specification, their products will meet your high speed, 

heavy haul or urban rail needs and deilver a benefit of 

reliability with minimal maintenance.  

T +27 11 928 3700 | E info.vae@voestalpine.com | homepage (en) 

 

© HERZ Energietechnik GmbH 

mailto:office-energie@herz.eu
http://www.herz-energie.at/en/
https://youtu.be/qhbS_AYRXGw
mailto:office@vialit.at
http://www.vialit.com/
mailto:dm@doppelmayr.com
https://www.doppelmayr.com/en/
mailto:info.vae@voestalpine.com
http://www.voestalpine.com/vaesa/en
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Health 

Stairclimber  

SANO Transportgeraete GmbH has made it their mission to extend the mobility of 

people with walking difficulties and have simultaneously make it easier to 

transport heavy loads. They do this with a patented and globally recognized 

technology, the LIFTKAR. Their power tracked stairclimber, the LiftKar PTS, steps 

in to take on all vertical stairs where home or office design has not allowed for 

ramps. On the job, one person with a LIFTKAR (various models) can carry a load of 

up to 330 kg. That, and your imagination, are the only limts.  

| E office@sano.at | homepage (en) 

 

Machinery and Materials 

Gear and drive technology  

Zoerkler cog wheels move helicopters, aircraft and high-speed trains. Zoerkler supplies the safest and most 

precise transmission and drive systems worldwide. An example of another Austrian company relying on their 

century-old industry expertise to produce precision parts. All stages of development are carried out in-house - 

from the development and production of prototypes to testing gears mounted and ready for series and small -

series production. They don’t just churn them out, but are constantly thinking how to make them better. If you 

want the competitive advantage, Zoerkler Gears GmbH & Co KG  are looking for customers like you!

E office@zoerkler.at | homepage (en) 

 

Seal making systems 

Seal Maker Produktions und Vertriebs GmbH specialise in hydraulic and 

pneumatic seals with the best material and made-to-purpose design. Their 

Seal Maker Machine System allows the manufacture of plastic parts in the 

shortest possible time and permits modifications, so that any seal can be 

made according to the exact requirements of the intended application. Seal 

Maker wants to bring this system to your door-step.  

E office@seal-maker.com | homepage (en) 

 

Education  

IT Ceritifications 

Certible, an independent, licensed, ISO-compliant, Vienesse company, provide computer-based IT certification 

exams through more than 5 000 test centres worldwide, three of which are in South Africa. Upon request they 

can however offer tests anywhere outside of these centres.  

E contact@certible.com / partnership@certible.com | homepage (en) 

 

Interior Design  

Crystal embellished furniture and building material 

Crystal Individual Design GmbH produces furniture set with Swarovski crystals, tastefully bringing bling into 

the home. They are looking for an importer in the local industry for their single pieces of furniture, mirrors, 

tables, wall panels and bathroom fixtures, inc. tiles.  

E office@crystal-individual-design.at | homepage (en) 

© SANO Transportgeraete GmbH 

mailto:office@sano.at
http://www.sano.at/en
mailto:office@zoerkler.at
http://www.zoerkler.at/en/
mailto:office@seal-maker.com
https://www.seal-maker.com/en/home/
mailto:contact@certible.com
mailto:partnership@certible.com
https://www.certible.com/
mailto:office@crystal-individual-design.at
http://www.crystal-individual-design.at/
http://www.sano.at/de/sano-tv
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EVENTS 

Power & Electricity World Africa 
28 - 29 March 2017 | Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa 

 
Advantage Austria is proud to be participating in Southern Africa’s most important 

power and electricity show for the third time! Our Austrian pavilion on the ground 

floor (stand K2)  of the Sandton Convention Centre will showcase solutions in:  

- hydro power,  

- co-generation,  

- energy storage, and  

- solar energy  

 

We aren’t in this alone, experts from the following renowned companies in the renewables field will be by our 

side and available to meet: 

- ANDRITZ HYDRO 

- Conversio 

- GE Jenbacher & Clarke Energy (Pty) Ltd. 

- Gildemeister 

- GREENoneTEC 

- Hitzinger 

 

A secure energy supply is crucial to ensure a functioning economy, development and  a prosperous population. 

The Austrian energy industry is geared for the growing demand in innovative solutions.  

 

For further information please visit: advantageaustria.org 

 

In addition to exhibiting, ANRITZ HYDRO, Gildemeister energy storage GmbH, GE Jenbacher & Clarke Energy 

(Pty) Ltd. and GREENoneTEC will also take part in the conference program. Follow us on Twitter for the latest. 

 

Entrance to the exhibition is free, subject to pre-registration available here.  

 

The Future of Building Conference and B2B-matchmaking Event  
17 - 18 May 2017 | Vienna, Austria 

 
After the resounding success of The Future of Building 2016, the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber once 

more puts the building lifecycle in the spotlight by focusing on innovative solutions, sustainable refurbishment 

and infrastructure.  

 

The conference opens at the Austrian Chamber of Commerce in Vienna, on Wednesday, 17 May 2017 with 

specialist presentations and panel discussions on the latest Austrian technologies and developments in 

construction. Registration deadline is 28 April 2017.  

 

A programme overview is provided here.  

http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/events/Power___Electricity_World_Messe_2017.participants.en.html
https://twitter.com/Austria_in_SA
https://secure.terrapinn.com/V5/step1.aspx?E=8528&_ga=1.40805922.1462361693.1485156100
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/news/local/20160114_Future_of_Building_2018.en.html
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PUBLICATIONS  

FRESH VIEW  
Environmental Technology and Renewable Energy 
 

This edition of FRESH VIEW delivers information worth knowing about Austrian 

renewables technology directly to your computer.  

 

It presents an overview of the industry’s capacity in Austria and features articles on 

competent water treatement and waste management. 

 

Download here [pdf, 6,213.1 Kb]. 

 

 

USEFUL LINKS 

Advantage Austria Website [link]  
On this official web portal of Austrian business in South Africa, you will find the buiness opportunities 

listed in this newsletter, and many more. Additionally, information on import, export, investment, 

work and travel between South Africa and Austria can be found here. 

 

Join our group on Linkedin [link]  

Where we bring together our interests and expertise - and especially our experts - on Austro-South 

African relations and advancements in industry and technology. 

 

Follow us on Twitter [link]  

Where we enjoy sharing Austrian business and technology updates, and engaging our South African 

audience in the curiosities of our surprisingly ingenious country.  

 

Meet the team [link] 

Know who to look for at the next event! The team will be happy to meet you.  

 

Austrian organisations in SA [link] 

Find out about the Austrian Club, Austrian Business Chamber and especially the Austrian Embassy in 

Pretoria. You will need the details of the latter for your next visa application.  

http://www.advantageaustria.org/zentral/publikationen/ae/149_Environmental_technology_and_renewable_energy.pdf
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/Oesterreich-in-Suedafrika.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/zentral/index.en.html
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/Buero-Johannesburg.team.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/netzwerk/netzwerk.en.html
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CONTACT 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Johannesburg  

Austrian Trade Commission 

Cradock Heights, 1st Floor 

21 Cradock Avenue (cnr Tyrwhitt Avenue) 

Rosebank 

Johannesburg 

T +27 11 442 71 00 

F +27 11 442 83 04 

E johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

Linkedin | Twitter | Homepage 
 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA, with its network of foreign 

trade offices, is the Foreign Trade Promotion 

Organisation of the Austrian economy. Under the 

auspices of the Austrian Federal Economic 

Chamber, ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA is Austria's largest 

service provider and driver of all international 

economic activities. ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA acts as an 

official lobby organization, representing the interests 

of its Austrian members both at home, and abroad. 

 

 

DISCLOSURE 

You are receiving this Newsletter because you have been in contact with Advantage Austria Johannesburg in the past. If you no 

longer wish to receive this publication please unsubscribe by Email to: johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

Advantage Austria is committed to protecting your privacy and will never wittingly conduct any unauthorized commercial email 

delivery, also known as spam. 

 

 

mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za
mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org

