
 

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

WELCOME TO  

AUSTRIA CONNECT UK 2024 

 

You are doing a fantastic job! In 2023, we again reached 

an all-time high in Austrian trade to the UK with almost 

EUR 5.5 bn in exports of goods and EUR 3.1 bn in exports 

of services - eclipsing the previous high of 2022.  

  

Challenges are meant to be overcome Geopolitical tension, 

slow economic growth, high consumer and energy prices, uncertainty and upcoming 

elections around the globe are hardly the ingredients for a cocktail of sales and 

investment growth. But let’s not wait and see! We are smart enough to stimulate our 

business and motivate our teams. 

  

Enabling growth Together with expert speakers we will explore ways and possibilities 

how to do it. We will discuss which strings can be pulled by politics, which strategies 

promise success for business and what role innovation and technology can play to 

support sustainable growth and greater prosperity. 

 

Connect at AUSTRIA CONNECT UK Many businesses are facing the same challenges 

and questions and it is vital to come together, meet like-minded people and exchange 

views and ideas. This lies at the heart of our AUSTRIA CONNECT UK conference series 

where you can learn from one another and get insights from experts to help you 

navigate through tricky conditions and identify opportunities. 

 

We are here for you The Austrian Trade Commission is eager to hear what keeps you 

on your toes, get your valuable insights from doing business in the UK and support you 

in any possible way. We are here for you, and you are always welcome to reach out to 

us or drop by for a coffee at 45 Princes Gate. 

 

My first AUSTRIA CONNECT UK This is my first AUSTRIA CONNECT UK, but for some of 

you already the 8th edition of this conference. I am sincerely grateful to all delegates 

and our fantastic speakers for joining, and to our sponsors and supporters for making 

this event possible. I am also delighted that this year’s conference is attended by 

Walter Ruck, the President of the Vienna Economic Chamber. 

  

Enjoy AUSTRIA CONNECT UK 2024! 

   

Michael Mueller 

Trade Commissioner & Commercial Counsellor 



 

AGENDA 
 

09.45  WELCOME  

Michael Mueller | Trade Commissioner and Commercial Counsellor 

Bernd Wrabetz | Austrian Ambassador to the UK 

Walter Ruck | President, Vienna Economic Chamber 

10.15  PERSPECTIVES | ENABLING GROWTH  

Susanne Chishti | Chair FINTECH Circle and Fintech Investor 

Thomas Duecke | Chief Operating Officer, BT Digital 

Archie Hall | Britain Economics Correspondent, The Economist 

Markus Perkmann | Professor and Vice-Dean, Imperial College 

11.30  COFFEE AND TEA 

12.00 MEET THE DELEGATES | Status updates by the participants 

13.15 LUNCH BREAK 

14.30 WORKSHOP 1: Metaverse and its business applications  

Izabella Mieloch | Enterprise Client Partner, Meta 

WORKSHOP 2: Harnessing the power of emotional stories in the age of AI 

Carl Prechezer | CEO of Unit Creative 

16.00 COFFEE AND TEA 

16.15 ECONOMIC OUTLOOK | AUSTRIA AND THE UK IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT 

Daniel Vernazza | Chief International Economist, UniCredit 

Michael Mueller | Trade Commissioner and Commercial Counsellor 

17.00 MEET AUSTRIAN TALENT | Austrian graduates in the UK #OpenToWork 

17.20 WRAP UP 

Michael Mueller | Trade Commissioner and Commercial Counsellor 

17.30 DRINKS, SNACKS, CHATS, GOOD TIME 

  
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-vernazza-9155b246/


 

 

SPEAKERS 
 

 

 

 

Michael Mueller 

Trade Commissioner and 

Commercial Counsellor 

 

 

 

 

Michael Mueller is the Austrian Trade Commissioner for the 

United Kingdom and Commercial Counsellor at the Austrian 

Embassy in London. He leads the UK operations of 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA, Austria’s international organisation for 

the promotion of trade, investment and innovation. Before his 

appointment in August 2023, Michael served as ADVANTAGE 

AUSTRIA’s Chief Marketing Officer. He was Austria’s Trade 

Commissioner in Central Asia from September 2010 to 

September 2018. Before that, he served in Guangzhou, London 

and Moscow. 

 

 

 

 

Bernd Wrabetz 

Austrian Ambassador to 

the United Kingdom  

 

 

 

 

 

Bernd Wrabetz is an Austrian career diplomat and in August 

2024, he was appointed Austrian Ambassador to the United 

Kingdom. After receiving Master Degrees in History and 

French from the University of Vienna, and graduating from the 

Diplomatic Academy of Vienna, he started his diplomatic 

career as Junior Professional Officer for the UNDP in 

Mauritania. In the course of his career he served at the 

Permanent Mission of Austria to the United Nations, New 

York, Austrian Embassy in London and as Special Assistant to 

the Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-

Ban Treaty Organization. From 2009 to 2013 he served as the 

Austrian Ambassador to Portugal and Cape Verde and from 

2013 to 2016 as the Austrian Ambassador to India, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

Ambassador Wrabetz has also been the Foreign Policy Advisor 

for three federal Chancellors of Austria.   

 

 

  



 

SPEAKERS 
 

 

 

 

Walter Ruck 

President, Vienna 

Economic Chamber 

 

 
 

 

 

Walter Ruck has been President of the Vienna Economic 

Chamber since 2014. He began his career representing the 

interests of Viennese companies at the Vienna Construction 

Guild in 2004. From 2005 to 2011, he was the master of the 

Vienna Construction Guild, and from 2010 to 2015 he was the 

Chairman of the Trade and Crafts Division. Since 1991, Ruck, 

who was born in Vienna, has been the Managing Director of 

the family construction company. Austria’s capital Vienna is an 

economic powerhouse with more than 140,000 businesses 

contributing a quarter of Austria’s GDP. It’s the largest 

university city in the German-speaking world providing a 

fertile ground for a new generation of startups and the talent 

pool needed for hi-tech sectors such as life sciences. 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Duecke  

Chief Operating Officer, 

BT Digital  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Duecke is Chief Operating Officer of Digital at BT Group 

Plc since October 2021. Most recently, he served as the 

company’s Managing Director of Global Operations and 

Transportation for BT Global. Previously, he served as 

Managing Director of Global Design, Delivery and Service 

Operations at the company. Duecke joined BT in October 2006 

as Director of Transformation and went on to hold various 

senior leadership positions in customer service and sales. With 

more than two decades in the outsourcing and IT services 

industry, Duecke has held senior roles in account and general 

management functions, service operations and finance with 

Sitel Group, Sykes Enterprises, Siemens AG and the City of 

Vienna.  

 

  

  



 

SPEAKERS 
 

 

 

Susanne Chishti 

Chair FINTECH Circle & 

Fintech Investor 

 

 
 

 

Susanne Chishti is the Chair of FINTECH Circle, Europe's 1st 

Investor Network focused on fintech investments and a leading 

fintech innovation, learning and communications platform. She 

is also a Non-Executive Director at Crown Agents Bank (CAB 

Payments PLC) and CMC Markets PLC and a member of the 

RiskCo, AuditCo, NomCo and RemCo. Furthermore, she is Co-

Editor of a number of bestselling books and has been a fintech 

TV commentator on CNBC and a guest lecturer on financial 

technology at the University of Cambridge and Warwick 

Business School. 

 

Archie Hall  

The Economist 

 

 

 

 

Archie Hall writes for The Economist with a focus on the British 

economy, covering macroeconomic trends, monetary and fiscal 

policy, and financial markets. He joined the paper in 2024, 

having previously worked as a macro investor at Bridgewater 

Associates and at the Financial Times. He graduated from 

Harvard and is a two-time world debating champion. 

 

Markus Perkmann 

Vice Dean and Professor 

Imperial College 

 

 

 

Markus Perkmann is Vice-Dean and Professor of Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship at Imperial College Business School. He is 

the Academic Director of the Imperial Enterprise Lab. His 

research focuses on the business of science, technology 

entrepreneurship and university technology transfer. He 

curates the Entrepreneurial Journey, Imperial’s experiential 

start-up programme across all of their MBA programmes. In 

his research, Markus focuses on several areas: science-based 

organizations and science-based entrepreneurship, social 

valuation and entrepreneurship within corporations. 

 

  



 

SPEAKERS 
 

 

 

Izabella Mieloch 

Enterprise Client 

Partner, Reality Labs 

B2B (AR/VR) at Meta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highly experienced professional with a strong background in 

client partnership, global partner programs, business strategy, 

and operations management. Proven track record in driving 

growth, solving complex problems, and building efficient 

processes. Skilled in IT sales and partner ecosystem programs 

& enablement. Passionate about Mixed Reality & AI.  

Izabella holds MA in American Political Economy, University 

College London. 

 

Carl Prechezer 

CEO, Unit Creative 

 

 
 

 

 

Carl Prechezer is the CEO of digital marketing advertising 

agency Unit Creative and a writer director of Hollywood movies, 

TV series and award-winning films. Combining practical skills 

with up-to-date analysis Carl’s series of workshops and 

Masterclasses have been seen by thousands internationally 

through D+AD, BAFTA and Insider Trends. Described by Variety 

magazine as “unabashedly offbeat” his award-winning work 

sent Catherine Zeta-Jones surfing, Mathew Goode and Mathew 

Rhys on wild wine tasting adventures and put man-against-

shark off the coast of South Africa. 

 

 

Daniel Vernazza 

Chief International 

Economist, UniCredit 

 

 

 

Daniel Vernazza is Chief International Economist and Managing 

Director at UniCredit Bank, based in London. In this role he is 

responsible for UniCredit’s macroeconomic analysis and 

forecasts of the US, UK, Asia, and global economies. Prior to 

joining UniCredit in March 2013, Daniel was a Teaching Fellow 

at the London School of Economics (LSE) where he taught 

economics for three years. Prior to this he worked as an 

economist for Goldman Sachs in London. Daniel holds a BSc in 

Econometrics & Mathematical Economics, MSc in Economics 

and PhD in Economics from the LSE. Daniel is frequently 

quoted in the media and has appeared on television and radio. 

 

  



 

PREMIUM PARTNER 
 

 

 

 

FLADGATE | NIMBLE 95-PARTNER LAW 

FIRM IN CENTRAL LONDON  

Fladgate offers clients an “unlimited 

partnership”, building deep relationships that generate exponentially better 

teamwork and results, providing legal advice across corporate, real estate, 

dispute resolution and funds, finance and regulatory. We work with start-ups 

and growth companies through to more established international businesses in 

fast-moving sectors where we are well-positioned to advise at the intersection 

of commerce, regulation and technology. 

For more information, visit: www.fladgate.com 

 

 

 

SPONSORS 
 

 

DAC BEACHCROFT | BESPOKE SOLUTIONS, ONE 

CLIENT AT A TIME. 

DAC Beachcroft is a full-service TOP 25 UK law firm. 

With 12 offices throughout the UK and the ROI, DAC Beachcroft is ideally placed to advise 

wherever you are. The German Desk is led by Harald Löffler, an Austrian lawyer who has 

practiced law in England as a solicitor since 2003 and has held the position of Austrian 

Honorary Consul in Manchester since April 2016.  

For more information, visit: www.dacbeachcroft.com 

 

 

 

  

http://www.fladgate.com/
http://www.dacbeachcroft.com/


 

SPONSORS 
 

 

KEBA | MUCH MORE THAN A WALLBOX  

KEBA is not your typical corporation. The team of passionate 

industry experts have been making waves since 1968. Starting in robotics, KEBA 

branched out into cash machines, parcel lockers and lottery machines, electric vehicle 

chargers and operating systems for ground source heat pumps & wind turbines. For 

more information, visit: www.keba.com 

 

 

RED BULL | RED BULL GIVES YOU WIIINGS  

Inspired by functional drinks from East Asia, Dietrich Mateschitz 

founded Red Bull in the mid-1980s. He created the formula of Red Bull 

Energy Drink and developed the unique marketing concept of Red Bull. Today Red Bull is 

available in 171 countries and over 68 billion cans of Red Bull have been consumed so 

far. For more information, visit: www.redbull.com 

 

SUPPORTERS 
 

 

BENE  | INSPIRING OFFICES. SINCE 1790. 

Based in Austria since 1790, Bene is renown as an international office 

expert, specialised in the design and furnishing of modern working environments. 

Innovation, design, and quality for workplaces worldwide.  

For more information, visit: www.bene.com/en 

 

 

BLICK ROTHENBERG | YOUR LEADING ACCOUNTING, TAX 

AND ADVISORY PRACTISE  

Part of the international Azets Group and an independent member of Allinial Global, Blick 

Rothenberg’s 65 partners assist a wide range of clients. Services include audit, 

assurance and business advisory services, as well as advice on corporate and personal 

tax matters. For more information, visit: www.blickrothenberg.com 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.keba.com/__;!!PGotIvYIPIYeuQ!S-k1YbDrfXX-A_g3wRPoJEN9t3GXjd54LzvC-XVgWuyTKGcNxj8sx0OarTuLSpNEyKkl45IQVFJkJtJf$
http://www.redbull.com/
http://www.bene.com/en
http://www.blickrothenberg.com/


 

SUPPORTERS 
 

 

CARGO-PARTNER | WORLDWIDE TRANSPORT AND INFO-

LOGISTICS SERVICES 

cargo-partner is a full-range info-logistics provider offering a 

comprehensive portfolio of air, sea, land transport and warehousing services, with 

special expertise in information technology and supply chain optimization.  

For more information, visit: www.cargo-partner.com 

 

 

RAIFFEISEN BANK INTERNATIONAL | RBI, LONDON 

BRANCH - YOUR PARTNER IN AUSTRIA AND CEE 

RBI offers Austrian and international companies a broad range of products in Corporate 

and Investment Banking, with the London branch specialising in Capital Market Sales, 

Fund Finance solutions and Corporate Banking services.  

For more information, visit: www.uk.rbinternational.com 

 

 

TÜRNER & CO | EXPERT TAX & ACCOUNTING 

SOLUTIONS FOR GLOBAL BUSINESSES 

UK-based Chartered Accountants and tax advisors specialising in services including VAT 

aspects, transfer pricing, tax efficient secondment structuring, etc. for internationally 

mobile businesses and individuals. For more information, visit: www.tuernerandco.de 

 

POWERED BY 
 

 

go-international 

This conference is powered by go-international, a joint 

initiative of the Austrian Feder al Ministry for Labour and Economy and the Austrian 

Federal Economic Chamber. For more information, visit: www.go-international.at 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.cargo-partner.com__;!!PGotIvYIPIYeuQ!RBO2EfPsy9M5QrxrnkBPcQpwIi97VFQQCdy6WqT1NpCkTXjMZ5j02sai0CsR3ZYo1bzGK8ZYFLX6-wjUQsWJ2ePBP6QDlEy-Fp8RVA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.uk.rbinternational.com/__;!!PGotIvYIPIYeuQ!T7R4Z_AvUF_eEY4_S-eSGGyekv_45kvWhxgAxZpF-t_d2og-t4W7ChKkNb46iE2Mn4LwI1CxQJWuVtl2UUG9drpeHjpsnZbV4vX_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.tuernerandco.de__;!!PGotIvYIPIYeuQ!Q5ZTNFbfLbxaIpLnCVL_7AyVhWS4KbY7ZPEuiMZqVEDiZtUIGecWzr-gkY1dM2mBsbBtnkyliFnaPx11TtCKe1xdTyIDbFQ70A$
https://www.go-international.at/


 

#UKICONICPROJECTS 
 

 

HELP SHINE A LIGHT ON AUSTRIA`S SURPRISINGLY INGENIOUS ECONOMY AND YOUR 

SUCCESS #UKICONICPROJECTS  

 

UK business, politics and media should know more about your 

contribution to iconic projects, your brand and capabilities.  

Let`s raise awareness together! Find out more about the new 

storytelling initiative #UKiconicprojects 

 

 

TREAT YOURSELF WITH SOME AUSTRIAN DELIGHTS 

 
 

Get a special 15 % discount using the code 

ADVANTAGEA15 in the webshop of Kipferl – 

an Austrian restaurant in the heart of 

Islington. Enjoy Austrian products including 

sweets and wine or order freshly baked Austrian cakes. 

 

 

DIGITAL GOODIE BAG | AUSTRIA CONNECT UK 2024 
 

 

Thank you for being a part of this year’s AUSTRIA CONNECT UK 

Please find here all the slides shown by keynote speakers and 

presenters as well as a list of participants and photos of the event.  

 

 

 
 

 
  



 

 

 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA UK 
Austrian Embassy - Commercial Section 

45 Princes Gate (Exhibition Road), SW7 2QA London 

T +44 20 7584 4411 

E london@advantageaustria.org 

Follow us on LinkedIn: 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF AUSTRIA CONNECT UK 2024!  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=51.50012809814759,-0.17428738300475288
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=51.50012809814759,-0.17428738300475288
tel:+44207584%204411
mailto:london@advantageaustria.org

