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OUR SPONSORS – AUSTRIA CONNECT Southeast Asia 2023 FOREWORD

DR HARALD MAHRER 
President of the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber
Photo credit: WKÖ

I am delighted to welcome you 
to the inaugural Austria Connect 
Southeast Asia, taking place in 
Singapore.

It is indeed a pleasure to be 
back in this vibrant, innovative 
city. Singapore is a key hub for 
business and investment in 
Southeast Asia, and it is a fitting 
location for this event, which 
brings together Austrian and 
Southeast Asian businesses to 
explore new opportunities for 
collaboration.

This year’s conference is 
titled “Southeast Asia is going 
green!?” – a theme as timely 
as it is important, as the region 
is increasingly focused on 

developing sustainable economies 
and societies. It convenes experts 
from artificial intelligence, urban 
solutions, sustainable tourism, and 
novel foods to deliberate on this 
important issue. The discussions 
are sure to be engaging, diverse, 
and thought-provoking.

With a population of over 660 
million, the ASEAN region is 
undoubtedly “the place to be” for 
innovation and growth. Austrian 
companies are well-positioned 
to support this transition, with 
their expertise in areas such 
as renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and circular economy. 

The strong economic ties between 
Southeast Asia and Austria 
highlight the region’s vast potential 
as a market: In 2022, Austrian 
exports to the region totalled 
over two billion Euros. Austrian 
companies have a significant 
presence in Southeast Asia, with 
many having production facilities 
and sales offices in the region. 
Singapore alone is home to 150 
Austrian subsidiaries. 

Austria’s economy has long 
been known for its strength and 
stability, but there is more to it 
than meets the eye. Beneath 
the surface of the country’s 

traditional industries, such as 
tourism and manufacturing, 
lies a thriving ecosystem of 
innovative companies that are 
shaping the future of the global 
economy. These companies may 
not be as well-known as some 
of their global counterparts, 
but their ingenuity is driving the 
country’s forward momentum. 
For example, Austrian companies 
are helping Singapore double 
its subway network and expand 
tunnel-based road traffic by 2030.
They are also playing a key role in 
meeting Singapore’s demand for 
more sustainable buildings, with 
two iconic wooden buildings set 
to open this year, creating a more 
sustainable future for the city.

I am confident that “Austria 
Connect Southeast Asia 2023” 
will be a valuable opportunity 
to learn from each other. Thank 
you all for being a part of this 
transformative event, and I 
look forward to the inspiring 
discussions and partnerships 
that will undoubtedly emerge 
from our time together.
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FOREWORD

H.E. ALEXANDER 
SCHALLENBERG  
Federal Minister for  
European and International 
Affairs, Austria

The Asia-Pacific region is 
emerging as the new geopolitical 
and geo-economic centre of 
gravity in the 21st century. Over 
the coming decades, our security 
and economic prosperity will be 
shaped by developments in this 
region.

With more than half of our wealth 
generated in foreign trade, every 
second job directly or indirectly 
depends on exports. As one of 
the most globalized countries in 
the world, Austrian politics and 
business need to tap the vast 
economic potential in this region. 

Photo credit: BMEIA Gruber

The past few years have shown 
that we need stronger partnerships 
if we are to address global 
challenges head on. The COVID-19 
pandemic made us painfully aware 
that global interdependence and 
interconnection can also be a risk. 
This realization was reinforced by 
the global consequences of the 
Russian war of aggression against 
Ukraine, its blatant violation of the 
UN Charter and its weaponization 
of food, energy and information. 

Yet, the crises we face globally – 
from migration to climate change 
– cannot be solved by any country 
on its own. Consequently, Austria 
has deepened its relations with 
countries in the region, particularly 
in Southeast Asia, to forge 
strong partnerships - politically, 
economically and culturally. By 
hosting the first Austria Connect 
Conference in Southeast Asia, 
we wish to send a clear message 
to our partners: We want to put 
Austria on the map in the region 
and vice versa.

The central premise of this 
conference, “Southeast Asia 
is going green!?” immediately 
provokes the question: “How can 
Austrian companies participate in 

a “greener” Southeast Asia?” 
With more than 200 hidden 
champions, industrial and 
technological frontrunners, we 
stand ready to deliver. 

Bringing diplomacy and business 
closer together is one of my key 
priorities as Foreign Minister. 
By strengthening relations 
with partners in the region, we 
are also reinforcing security, 
stability and economic prosperity 
at home. In 2021, to revitalize 
our economy after the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Foreign Ministry, 
together with other federal 
ministries and the Austrian 
Economic Chamber joined forces 
with the launch of our biggest 
global business outreach to date: 
“ReFocus Austria”. 

Austria Connect Southeast 
Asia is another and very timely 
opportunity to demonstrate how 
diplomacy and economy go hand 
in hand for the benefit of citizens 
in Austria and our partner 
countries. 

I would like to thank the Austrian 
Economic Chamber for the 
strong partnership. Let us use 
this momentum to put Austria 
more firmly on the map in 
Southeast Asia.

4 5



 

International technology group  
ANDRITZ offers a broad portfolio of  
innovative plants, equipment, systems, 
services and digital solutions for a 
wide range of industries and end  
markets. Sustainability is an integral 
part of the company’s business stra- 
tegy and corporate culture. With its  

extensive portfolio of sustainable 
products and solutions, ANDRITZ aims 
to make the greatest possible con-
tribution to a sustainable future and 
help its customers achieve their sus-
tainability goals. ANDRITZ is a global 
market leader in all four of its business 
areas – Pulp & Paper, Metals, Hydro 

and Separation. Technological leader-
ship and global presence are corner-
stones of the group’s strategy, which 
is focused on long-term profitable 
growth. The publicly listed group has 
around 29,100 employees and over 280 
locations in more than 40 countries.

ANDRITZ AG  ⁄  www.andritz.com

INNOVATIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR 

THE PLANET
A GLOBAL PARTNER FOR KEY INDUSTRIES  

THAT SHAPE THE WORLD

Pulp and Paper MetalsSeparation Hydro

Find us on 

our Website

Find us on 

HydroSeparation MetalsPulp and Paper

Ad_Andritz_210x297_en_06.07.2023.indd   1Ad_Andritz_210x297_en_06.07.2023.indd   1 28.09.2023   12:10:2128.09.2023   12:10:21

CONFERENCE VENUES

Wednesday, 11.10.2023,  
Cocktail Reception

Lantern Bar, Rooftop Bar 
The Fullerton Bay Hotel, Level 6 
80 Collyer Quay, Singapore 049326

The bar is outside but canopied  
in case of rain. 

Thursday, 12.10.2023,  
Conference 

The Fullerton Hotel 
Fullerton Square 1,  
Singapore 049178

In the morning:  
Ballroom One – Three, Level B1

In the afternoon:  
Ballroom One, Ballroom Three, 
Board Room, Clifford Pier

Thursday, 12.10.2023,  
Business Luncheon 
incl. Lucky Draw

The Clifford Pier 
The Fullerton Bay Hotel, 
80 Collyer Quay, Singapore 049326

Underpass from Fullerton Hotel 

Ca. 5 Min. Walk
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Some of Our
Project´s Locations

About Us
Based in Graz, Austria, eee Austria international projects
GmbH operates successfully in over 20 countries worldwide
as part of eee Group. As a leader in digital education,
education technologies, digital safety & security
management, Vocational Training transfer, eee Austria
provides quality solutions for a wide range of clients which
include government ministries, private sector entities and
international organizations.

Our Services

Training & Education

Consulting Services e-government

e-solutions
Vocational Education 

Curriculum Development
Digital Literacy

Education Technologies
Digital Education & Training

Learning Management Systems

Education Portals 
e-Academy Solutions

e-Justice Solutions

Capacity Building
Human Ressource Development

 Technical Assistance & many more ...

1. Albania
2. Belgium 
3. Ethiopia
4. Indonesia
5. Iraq
 

6. Kenya
7. Kosovo
8. Tajikistan
9. Laos
10. Kyrgyzstan

www.eee-austria.com Tel: +43 316 922288office@eee-austria.com

EVENT PROGRAMME – DAY 1

WEDNESDAY, 
11.10.2023 COCKTAIL RECEPTION AUSTRIA CONNECT

18.30 – 22.30 Cocktail Reception Austria Connect  
Networking Event with the Austrian Business Community – executives and high-ranking 
representatives of Austrian companies in Southeast Asia and Austria as well as from 
Singaporean companies and authorities get together at the iconic Lantern Bar. Situated 
directly in the Marina Bay with amazing views on the Marina Bay, the Marina Bay Sands and 
the nightly light & fountain show. 

Location: Lantern Bar, The Fullerton Bay Hotel

9



10.45 – 11.20 Panel Discussion 

Southeast Asia is going green!?

PANELLISTS 
CALUM HANDFORTH, Advisor; Digital and Innovation, United Nations  
Development Programme

CARSTEN DOMMERMUTH, Managing Director APAC, Vice President Jenbacher Gas Engines, 
INNIO Jenbacher

ISABELLA HUANG-LOH, Chairman, Singapore Environment Council

WOLFRAM SENGER-WEISS, CEO, Gebrüder Weiss

Moderator / Co-Panellist CARSTEN DOMMERMUTH, Managing Director APAC, Vice 
President Jenbacher Gas Engines, INNIO Jenbacher

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

11.20 – 11.35 Keynote Speech III 

The global cities of Asia 

Singapore’s leading role in the region and how the city state is making it happen 

JACQUELINE POH, Managing Director, Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB)

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

11.35 – 12.10 Panel Discussion 

The future is now

How AI, robots and humans can enable a circular economy together

PANELLISTS 
MARIANA KÜHNEL, Deputy Secretary General, ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA

RAJESH ELARA MOHAN, Provost Chair Professor, Associate Professor at Singapore 
University of Technology and Design (SUTD), Co-founder at Lionsbot International,  
Co-founder at Wefaa Robotics 

AGNES HEFTBERGER, General Manager Southeast Asia, Australia, New Zealand and Korea 
(ASEANZK), IBM 

THAI LAI PHAM, President & CEO Siemens ASEAN

NORBERT HASLACHER, CEO Frequentis AG

Moderated by MICHAEL BUDIG, CEO at Wefaa Robotics, Adjunct Research Fellow at 
Singapore University of  Technology & Design

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

THURSDAY, 
12.10.2023 AUSTRIA CONNECT CONFERENCE DAY

08.30 – 09.00 Registration Austria Connect

Location: Lobby Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

09.00 – 09.45 Opening Remarks

HARALD MAHRER, President Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

H.E. ELISABETH KORNFEIND, Director General for Europe and Economy, Austrian Federal 
Ministry for European and International Affairs (representing Minister Schallenberg)

LOW YEN LING, Minister of State Singapore, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth & 
Ministry of Trade and Industry

Moderated by CLAIRE JEDREK & DAVID BACHMANN, Commercial Counsellor Singapore

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

09.45 – 10.00 Keynote Speech I 

Finding solutions for tomorrow 

How the shipping industry can help to drive a circular economy

ANDREAS SOHMEN-PAO, Chairman BW Group

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

10.00 – 10.15 Keynote Speech II 

Driving Change

Accelerating Transition Finance for a Greener Future

RAVI CHIDAMBARAM, TC Capital, RIMM, adjunct professor at National University Singapore

Location: Ballroom One – Three, The Fullerton Hotel

10.15 – 10.45 Coffee break

Location: Foyer Ballroom One - Three, The Fullerton Hotel

EVENT PROGRAMME – DAY 2
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14.00 – 15.15

(parallel 
session)

Panel III (organized by FFG, GIN, Austrian Business Agency, Vienna Business Agency)

Enterprises of tomorrow

How start-ups can path our way to the future – Deepdive into the Austrian startup 
ecosystem as your springboard to Europe

PANELLISTS 
MATTHIAS ADELWÖHRER, Director Asia, ABA

CHRISTIAN FREY, Director International Business, Vienna Business Agency 

JERRICK TEE, Assistant Director, ACE Action Community for Entrepreneurship

ALI HASNAIN, CEO & CO-Founder, Curium

JOHANNES ERLACH, Vice President Commercial & Growth, OnLoop 

Moderator / Co-Panellist WERNER MÜLLER, Program Manager, GIN;  
Head of Startup Services, FFG

Location: Ballroom Three, The Fullerton Hotel

15.15 – 15.45 Coffee break

Location: Foyer Ballroom One - Three, The Fullerton Hotel

15.45 – 17.00

(parallel 
session)

Panel IV (organized by ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Manila)

Sustainable energy

A move towards net zero – How we can manage the energy transition 

PANELLISTS 
ALEXANDER ABLAZA, President Philippine Energy Alliance, CEO Climargy Inc.,  
Co-chair Asia-Pacific ESCO Industry Alliance; Advisor for ADB, WorldBank

JOSEF M. ULLMER, Regional Executive Asia & Oceania, PT Andritz Hydro  

AGNES KOH, Assistant Director, External Relations, Energy Energy Market Authority (EMA) 
Singapore

HENRIETTA EGERTH, Managing Director, ForschungsFörderungsGesellschaft FFG 

Moderated by CHRISTINA STIEBER, Commercial Counsellor Philippines 

Location: Ballroom One, The Fullerton Hotel

12.10 – 14.00 Lunch Austria Connect 

Location: The Clifford Pier, The Fullerton Bay Hotel

14.00 – 15.15

(parallel 
session)

Panel I (organized by ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Jakarta) 

Urban solutions

Building the foundation for the future – Insights from infrastructure experts into Sustainable, 
Smart and Green Cities 

PANELLISTS 
SACHA SCHWARZKOPF, Head of Strategic Planning and Business Development,  
PT LIPPO Karawaci

NON AR, Senior Expert Smart City, Digital Economy Promotion Agency Thailand  

JAMES KWOK, Deputy Director, Singapore Land Transport Authority

DAVID BOLT, Vice President Sales & Solutions Consulting APAC, Kapsch TrafficCom AG 

AARON FOONG, 2nd Vice President, Singapore Green Building Council

Moderated by SIGMUND NEMETI, Commercial Counsellor Indonesia 

Location: Ballroom One, The Fullerton Hotel

Panel II (organized by ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Bangkok)

Novel foods

Can forgotten crops and cricket protein change the food industry sustainably?

PANELLISTS 
CJ LOY, Innovation & Strategy, WhatIF Foods

ANNE LOCHOFF, Programme Director, Singapore Agri-Food Innovation Lab at NTU Singapore 

SANTI ABAKAZ, CEO & Co-Founder, Tastebud Lab

MICHI ABE, CEO & Co-Founder, Abundance Food

Moderated by STEFAN PSOTA, Commercial Attaché Thailand 

Location: Board Room, The Fullerton Hotel
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Your Partner in Mobility
We specialize in cutting-edge tools and solutions that revo-
lutionize Electric and Battery Testing, Engine and Powertrain 
Testing, as well as Durability Testing.

Your Partner in Energy
We deliver expert solutions for storage and E-mobility, solar 
energy monitoring and control, PV Testing, weather stations, 
smart grids and renewable energy plants, wind power, and 
hydropower plants.

Your Partner in Aerospace
We offer advanced technologies that enhance engine and 
structural testing, system integration, environmental analysis, 
and other aerospace testing applications.

Your Partner in Civil
We facilitate robust solutions for civil structure monitoring, 
seamless data infrastructure, performance optimization with 
advanced analytics, future-proof monitoring platforms, versa-
tile DAQ modules, and large-scale structural analysis.

Intuitive Data Acquisition 
Solutions for Modern Testing 
and Monitoring Applications

gantner-instruments.com
Gantner Instruments GmbH 
info@gantner-instruments.com

Speedy Results with  
Scalable Software Solutions

Flexible, Powerful,  
Customizable DAQ Solutions

Edge Devices for Superior Control, 
Connectivity and data aggregation

15.45 – 17.00

(parallel 
session)

Panel V (organized by ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Ho Chi Minh City)

Circular economy 

Closing the loop – From recycling to circular materials

PANELLISTS 
DATO’ HAJI RAMLI MOHD TAHIR, CEO, KDEB Waste Management 

TRAN NHUT HIEN, Supply Chain Director, DUYTAN Plastics Recycling 

SENATOR CYNTHIA VILLAR, Chair Senate Committee on Agriculture and Food, Senate 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 

BERND WACHTER, Corporate Director Circular Economy & Recycling Asia, ALPLA Group

Moderated by DIETMAR SCHWANK, Commercial Counsellor Vietnam 

Location: Ballroom Three, The Fullerton Hotel

15.45 – 17.00

(parallel 
session)

Panel VI (organized by Austrian National Tourist Office ÖW)

Sustainable Travel 

A business opportunity and competitive advantage for Austria 

PANELLISTS 
NORBERT KETTNER, CEO, Vienna Tourist Board

OLIVER CSENDES, CDIO, Austrian National Tourist Office (ÖW)

AMANDA WANG, Vice-President Global Destinations, Trip.com Group 

KEVIN CHEONG, Consultant, Immediate Past Chairman, Association of Singapore 
Attractions & Adjunct Lecturer, Singapore Management University

Moderated by EMANUEL LEHNER-TELIC, Head of Markets Asia-Pacific Austrian  
National Tourist Office 

Location: Clifford Pier, The Fullerton Bay Hotel

From 18.30 
onwards

Austrian National Day Reception

Location: The Glasshouse, Andaz Hotel
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An efficient, flexible, and scalable LNG-to-Power 
solution from INNIO* can meet your power needs 
now while helping you on your decarbonization 
journey. Our proven Jenbacher* technology is an 
excellent fit for small-scale, decentralized power 
plants. 

INNIO’s “Ready for H2”** engines deliver future-
proof technology that can act as a bridge to 
the use of CO2-free energy sources like green 
hydrogen when it becomes more readily available. 
With INNIO, you can thrive in the small-scale  
LNG-to-Power business today, and be prepared for 
climate neutrality tomorrow.

Join us on a path for a sustainable future!
jenbacher.com 

*  Indicates a trademark.
**  In general, “Ready for H2” Jenbacher units can be converted 

to operate on up to 100% hydrogen in the future. Details on 
the cost and timeline for a future conversion may vary and 
need to be clarified individually.

JENBACHER  
LNG-TO-POWER  
SOLUTIONS

Future-proof technology 
as a bridge to CO2-free 
energy

ENERGY SOLUTIONS.
EVERYWHERE, EVERY TIME.

A23001_07_AZ_LNG-to-Power_210x297mm_EN_PowerAsia.indd   1A23001_07_AZ_LNG-to-Power_210x297mm_EN_PowerAsia.indd   1 31.03.23   12:4531.03.23   12:45

MEET THE AMBASSADORS

H.E. PETER 
GUSCHELBAUER

Ambassador of the 
Republic of Austria  

to Singapore 

H.E. DR THOMAS LOIDL
Ambassador of the 

Republic of Austria to 
Indonesia, Timor-Leste 

and ASEAN 

H.E. WILHELM DONKO
Ambassador of the 

Republic of Austria to 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos 

and Myanmar

H.E. ANDREAS LAUNER
Ambassador of the 

Republic of Austria to 
Malaysia and Brunei 

Darussalam

H.E. DR HANS-PETER 
GLANZER

Ambassador of the 
Republic of Austria  

to Vietnam

H.E. DR JOHANN BRIEGER
Ambassador of the 

Republic of Austria to the 
Philippines and Palau
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Challenging the limits of
mobility for a healthy world
without congestion.

www.kapsch.net

Kapsch TrafficCom
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CLAIRE JEDREK
Presenter, Emcee, Speaker

Claire Jedrek has been best known as a presenter, emcee, and speaker for  
16 years in the Lifestyle, Tech, and Motorsport industry. She is also recognised 
for being Singapore’s only female race car driver, winning her first podium 
placing at a F1 support race. Her adventure has grown with Technology and 
esports and is accomplished by her international TV work live presenting 
or hosting events. She has been engaged for numerous talks on topics like 
female representation and themes such as #breakthebias. When she is not 
hosting or being a parent, one can find Claire engaged in co-owning The Film 
Dispensary, a marketing and media company. She is also the former co-owner 
of Singapore’s first electric fun karting facility “The Karting Arena @ Bukit 
Timah”, set up together alongside her husband in 2015 and sold in 2020.

ANDREAS  
SOHMEN-PAO

Chairman, BW Group

Andreas Sohmen-Pao is Chairman of BW Group and listed affiliates BW 
Offshore, BW LPG, Hafnia, BW Epic Kosan, BW Energy and Cadeler. He is 
also Chairman of the Global Centre for Maritime Decarbonisation, and a 
trustee of the Lloyd’s Register Foundation. Andreas was previously Chairman 
of the Singapore Maritime Foundation and has served as a non-executive 
director of Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Ltd, London P&I 
Club, Singapore Symphonia Company, National Parks Board Singapore, Sport 
Singapore and the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore amongst others. 
Andreas graduated from Oxford University in England with an honours degree 
in Oriental Studies and holds an MBA from Harvard Business School.

RAVI CHIDAMBARAM
Co-Founder TC Capital/  

Founder RIMM 
Sustainability / Adjunct 

Professor Yale-NUS College

Ravi Chidambaram is an experienced international executive and successful 
entrepreneur who has built multiple thriving businesses over the past 20 years 
and is passionate about helping companies become more sustainable. So far, he 
has co-founded TC Capital, an Asian investment banking advisory firm, Datarama, 
an innovative sustainable business algorithm, CeeSuite, an Investment and 
Financial App and RIMM, a first of its kind sustainability software tool. He is also 
an adjunct professor at Yale-NUS College, teaching the popular class “The Good 
Company”. Due to his experience and knowledge, Ravi Chidambaram has been a 
keynote speaker at leading conferences in Asia, Europe, and the US.

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

DR HARALD MAHRER
President, Austrian Federal 

Economic Chamber 

Dr Harald Mahrer is President of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
and was appointed President of the Austrian National Bank in 2018. He was 
Austrian Federal Minister for Education, Science and Business until 2017. Prior 
to that, he was State Secretary in the same department from 2014. A graduate 
of the Vienna University of Economics and Business, he completed a Doctorate 
in Social and Economic Science. For more than 15 years, he has been an active 
business angel promoting start-ups in different industries. From 2011 to 
2015, he was also President of the Julius Raab Foundation – one of Austria’s 
leading think tanks. He founded the Austrian Association of Philanthropic 
Foundations, worked intensively in the area of disruptive innovation, corporate 
social responsibility, social entrepreneurship, and individual freedom and 
establishing new strategic priorities for the development of Austria and Europe

Photo credit: WKÖ

H.E. ELISABETH 
KORNFEIND

Director General for Europe 
and Economy, Austrian 

Federal Ministry for European 
and International Affairs 

Elisabeth Kornfeind has been Director General for Europe and Economy 
since September 2023. She served as Austria’s ambassador to Belgium and 
permanent representative to NATO from 2017 to 2023. Prior to that, she was 
Director of the Austrian Cultural Forums in Budapest and London. Her first 
posting in 1995/96 brought her to the Permanent Mission of Austria to the United 
Nations in New York, where she was an attaché. Ambassador Kornfeind began 
her career as a teacher at the Vienna Music School and Conservatory before 
joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1993. She holds a Master of Laws and 
Doctor of Law degree from the University of Vienna, as well as a Diploma in 
music (Accordion) and music education from the Vienna Conservatory. 

LOW YEN LING
Minister of State 

Singapore, Ministry of 
Culture, Community and 
Youth & Ministry of Trade 

and Industry

Low Yen Ling was elected Member of Parliament for Chua Chu Kang GRC in the 
2011 General Election and re-elected in the 2015 General Election. She is the 
Senior Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry and has also been Mayor for the Southwest District since May 
2014. Yen Ling began her career in the private sector with experience in financial 
institutions and start-up venture and joined the Singapore Economic Development 
Board. In 2011, she became CEO of Business China, an organisation nurturing 
Chinese biculturalism, bilingualism and collaboration with China. She also serves 
as Chairman of the Committee to Promote Chinese Language Learning and  
Vice-Chairperson of the Lee Kuan Yew Fund for Bilingualism from November 2015. 
Furthermore, she is Advisor to the Singapore Centre for Chinese Language Limited.
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SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

CARSTEN 
DOMMERMUTH

Vice President of 
Jenbacher Gas Engines,  

INNIO Jenbacher

Carsten Dommermuth is responsible for Sales and Services in the APAC region 
for INNIO’s Jenbacher product brand. He leads the APAC region as Vice President 
and Managing Director from Singapore. During more than 15 years in management 
positions at MAN Energy, he has successfully delivered on his responsibilities in 
international sales, business development, and product development roles. Before 
joining MAN Energy Solutions, he worked for leading German utilities. Carsten 
has an MBA from the Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of Business in Pittsburgh 
in strategic management, business process redesign, and global marketing; an 
MBA from the University of Augsburg in corporate management; and a degree in 
mechanical engineering/energy management  
(Dipl.-Ing) from RWTH Aachen University.

JACQUELINE POH 
Managing Director, 

Singapore Economic 
Development Board

Jacqueline Poh was appointed Managing Director of EDB on 4 October 2021. She 
was previously Deputy Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office Strategy Group, which 
leads and organises the Public Service to develop and implement the strategic 
priorities of the Government. She also oversaw the National Population and Talent 
Division and the Centre for Strategic Futures. She was the founding Chief Executive 
of the Government Technology Agency of Singapore (GovTech), and was previously 
the Managing Director of the Infocommunications Development Authority (IDA). She 
has also held key positions in the Ministry of Manpower, the Ministry of Finance and 
the Ministry of Defence. She is an alumnus of Oxford, Cambridge, INSEAD (MBA) and 
Stanford. She has three teenagers and more patience than before she had them. 

MARIANA KÜHNEL
Deputy Secretary General,  

Austrian Federal  
Economic Chamber

Mariana Kühnel currently holds the position of Deputy Secretary General of the 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber. Her area of responsibilities includes not only 
European policy and international affairs but also future-oriented topics of education 
policy, innovation and digitization, as well as target group (including startups and 
creative industries) and crisis management. From 2010 to 2018, she worked in various 
senior positions at Erste Group Bank AG, such as Head of Group Board Support & 
Stakeholder Management. She applied her European expertise and experience as 
Head of European Affairs at Erste Group Bank AG and as Chief Policy Advisor to 
an Austrian MEP in the European Parliament in Brussels. She holds a Master of 
European and International Relations and Diplomacy from the College of Europe in 
Bruges and studied Economics at the Vienna University of Economics and Business. 

CALUM HANDFORTH

 Digital Programmes Strategic 
Manager, United Nations 
Development Programme

Calum Handforth has led innovation and digitalisation efforts globally and has also 
advised governments around the world. Calum has a wide-ranging background that 
includes experience in central and local government, the private sector, civil society, 
and international development. He has drafted and led legislation, policy, and 
strategy to catalyse innovation; delivered digital infrastructure programmes; and 
shaped the development of numerous digital and innovation initiatives. Calum was 
also Co-Chair of the Digital Infrastructure Taskforce, part of the World Economic 
Forum’s G20 Working Group on Smart Cities. He is a Panel Member of the Mayor 
of London’s Infrastructure Advisory Panel, a Policy Fellow at the University of 
Cambridge Centre for Science and Policy, and a Churchill Fellow.

ISABELLA 
HUANG LOH, PBM
Chairman, Singapore 
Environment Council

Isabella Huang Loh, PBM is Chairman of the Singapore Environment Council since 
2008. She is a Board Director of Singapore Business Advisors and Consultants 
Council, Chairman of the PMC Certification Board and Director of One Twenty 
Six Pte Ltd. Previously she served as CEO & VP for Global Shell Marine Products, 
President & CEO SembCorp Environmental Management Pte Ltd, as well as Centre 
Director for Singapore Economic Development Board. With more than 40 years of 
experience in a broad range of services including engineering & construction, oil 
and gas, marine, aviation, IT, Biotech, Integrated Logistics her global footprint is 
spanning 87 countries. Isabella holds a Master of Science  from MIT Sloan Fellows 
School of Management, BSc (Hons) degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the 
Imperial College of Science & Technology, UK. She has been conferred the Public 
Service Medal (PBM) of Singapore in 2017. 

WOLFRAM  
SENGER-WEISS

CEO, Gebrüder Weiss GmbH

Wolfram Senger-Weiss is in charge of the area land transport as well as the 
departments of finance, law, investments and sales. He started his professional career 
as assistant to the Board of Management of Berndorf AG and in the management of 
a start-up company in the US. Wolfram Senger-Weiss studied commercial sciences 
at the Vienna University of Economics and Business and completed post graduate 
training at INSEAD (Fontainebleau and Singapore), from which he graduated with an 
MBA. From 2012 to 2018, he was President of Zentralverband Spedition & Logistik, 
Austrian Association for Freight Forwarding & Logistics, and a member of the 
international umbrella organizations FIATA and CLECAT.
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NORBERT HASLACHER
CEO, Frequentis AG

Norbert Haslacher studied business economics at St. Gallen Business School and 
took part in the CSC High Potential Programme, which included periods spent in the 
USA, the Middle East, and the UK. During this time, he also took the EMEA master’s 
programme SIMI. Norbert has more than two decades of experience in technology 
solutions, services, consulting, and outsourcing. He started his career as a 
consultant at Coopers & Lybrand Consulting. Subsequently, he spent 17 years at the 
US IT company CSC, where he was in charge of business development and sales to 
the banking sector. He was also managing director of all CSC units in Eastern Europe 
and Austria. Norbert has been a member of the Executive Board of Frequentis AG 
since April 2015. In April 2018 he was appointed Chairman of the Executive Board.

MICHAEL BUDIG 
CEO & Co-Founder,  

Wefaa Robotics

Michael Budig is an enthusiastic designer, educator and technology innovator 
with 20+ years’ experience as former faculty at SUTD, MIT, ETH Zurich, and Die 
Angewandte Vienna. With ETH, he set up an innovative robotics lab for architectural 
research and education. He has received international design and research awards 
and is an experienced entrepreneur having run an architectural practice in Europe. 
Michael has collaborated with some of the world’s best consultants and developers 
such as Arup and Mapletree Business Development.

SACHA 
SCHWARZKOPF

 Strategic Planning and 
Business Development, PT 

Lippo Karawaci, Jakarta

Bringing 30 years of experience, Urban Designer Sacha Schwarzkopf’s expertise 
extends from master planning and architectural conceptual design through 
schematic design and construction administration. His range of projects extend 
from hospitality/tourism to civic and large-scale educational facilities, including 
integrated new towns and industrial estates. Sacha’s main contribution is in 
facilitating masterplan development and guiding a collaborative process within 
a charged integrated studio environment. His project experience crosses many 
continents from North and Central America to the Middle East and Asia. Resiliency, 
sustainability, and smart city initiatives are continually elevated within every project 
for robust return and liveability. Rather than focusing a project based solely on its 
type, he feels projects thrive on their hybrids.

DR MOHAN  
RAJESH ELARA 

 Provost’s Chair Professor, 
Singapore University of 
Technology and Design

Dr Mohan is currently a Provost’s Chair Professor with the Engineering Product 
Development Pillar at SUTD. He received his PhD and MtSc degrees from the Nanyang 
Technological University. He has published more than 200 papers in leading journals, 
books, and conferences. Dr Mohan is currently serving as an Associate Editor of the 
IEEE Robotics & Automation Letters and IEEE Nanotechnology Magazine. He is the 
recipient of the SG Mark Design, ASEE Best of Design in Engineering Award, Tan Kah 
Kee Young Inventors’ Award and A’ Design award. He is the co-founder of Lionsbot, 
a Singapore-based company which designs and manufactures autonomous cleaning 
robots for global deployments. Also, he is co-founder of Wefaa Robotics, an edutech 
startup that offers transformative educational robotic products for the global markets. 

AGNES HEFTBERGER 
General Manager and 

Technology Leader IBM 
ASEANZK (Australia, 
Southeast Asia, New 

Zealand & Korea) 

Agnes Heftberger is responsible for spearheading IBM’s growth in the ASEANZK 
region. She leads engagement and collaboration with clients to scale innovation in 
their digital transformation efforts, through the adoption of IBM’s Hybrid Cloud and AI 
capabilities. Prior to this role, Agnes was a Member of the Board of IBM Germany and 
Vice President, Sales for IBM in Germany, Austria, Switzerland where she transformed 
IBM’s go-to-market strategy. Throughout her career, she held various executive 
positions in IBM’s infrastructure business. She helped build platform business models 
and ecosystems in the Retail, Consumer, Travel, Transportation, Telecommunications 
and Media industries. Agnes holds a Master of International Business Administration 
from Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration. She is an advocate 
of technology with the purpose to improve companies and communities alike, a 
mentor to aspiring career women and an avid world traveller.

DR THAI LAI PHAM
CEO of Siemens ASEAN and 

Singapore, Country CEO 
Siemens Vietnam

Dr Thai Lai Pham was appointed CEO of Siemens ASEAN and Singapore in November 
2019. Additionally, he has been Country CEO of Siemens Vietnam since 2012. Dr Lai 
started his career in Siemens in 1997 in the company’s Corporate Research unit in 
Princeton, USA. He then took on various corporate strategy, product development, 
sales and management roles in the now-defunct mobile phones division, as well as 
the Healthcare, Energy and Building Technologies divisions, in the US, Europe and 
Asia. In his role as Siemens ASEAN’s CEO, Dr Lai continues to sharpen the company’s 
industrial core of Digital Industries, Smart Infrastructure and Mobility businesses in 
the region.

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS
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CJ LOY
Innovation & Strategy, 

WhatIF Foods

CJ Loy leads Innovation at WhatIF Foods. Highly motivated to impact human and 
planet health through technology and socioeconomic innovation and partnerships. 
He has extensive experience in translational research and development, spanning 
academia to medical and consumer healthcare industries. Takes a highly 
collaborative approach with internal and external stakeholders to shape new ideas 
into commercial opportunities and successes.

ANNE LOCHOFF 

 Programme Director, 
Agri-Food Innovation Lab 

at NTU Singapore 

Prior to joining SAIL (Singapore Agri-Food Innovation Lab), Anne Lochoff was the 
senior advisor partnerships at the United Nations Development Programme Global 
Centre for Technology, Innovation and Sustainable Development in Singapore. 
Anne’s background spans government, academia, NGOs, and private-sector 
businesses. Anne was the Strategic Advisor to the Executive Director of Asia P3 
Hub, a partnership incubator hosted by World Vision. She was also the chair and 
business advisor in the New Zealand Trade and Enterprise’s Beachheads network. 
During her time in private sector, Anne was an Executive Director at McCann 
Erickson, part of the global team managing the MasterCard account for APMEA 
(Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa). Anne Lochoff is one of nine women rated as 
the Top Global Influencers of Tech Innovation in Cities featured in Inc.com in 2016.

AARON FOONG 
2nd Vice President, 

Singapore Green 
Building Council

Aaron Foong is the Managing Director (Urban) for Surbana Jurong and the Managing 
Director of KTP Consultants, a member of the Surbana Jurong Group. As a civil 
and structural engineer, he has successfully led numerous urban mixed-use 
developments, transit-oriented, institutional, commercial, healthcare, residential and 
infrastructure projects for both the public and private sectors in Singapore. Aaron 
is a multiple-time winner of the Building and Construction Authority (BCA) Design 
Excellence & Safety Engineering Award (DESA). He also is a member on the BCA 
Productivity Gateway Advisory Panel (PGAP) and is a certified Professional Engineer 
(Singapore), Accredited Checker (Singapore), Chartered Engineer (United Kingdom) 
and Member of the Institution of Structural Engineers (IStructE) United Kingdom.

DR NON ARKARA 
Smart City Expert, Digital 

Economy Promotion 
Agency, Bangkok

Currently, Dr Non Arkara works at the Digital Economy Promotion Agency (depa) 
in Bangkok, where he has played a key role in launching Thailand’s first nationwide 
smart city program. Throughout his career, he consulted on smart city development 
projects spanning 77 provinces; enabled over 120+ technological implementations 
and public-private partnerships. He also designed and delivered capacity building 
and design thinking programs to 50,000+ officials to drive digital transformation 
domestically and internationally. Dr Non holds a Doctor of Philosophy (Anthropology) 
from Harvard University (USA), a Master of Philosophy in Modern Chinese Studies 
from The University of Oxford (UK) and a Master of Science in Architecture Studies 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA), alongside a Bachelor of 
Architecture from King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, Thailand. 

JAMES KWOK 
Director Intelligent 

Transport Systems Sensors 
and Assets, Land Transport 
Authority (LTA), Singapore

James Kwok is the Director, Intelligent Transport Systems and Sensors Development 
of LTA where he plays a leading role in the innovation and development of intelligent 
transport systems. James is a software engineer by training and has more than 25 
years of working experience in developing large-scale complex systems. James holds 
a Bachelor of Science (Computer Science) (Hons), and Master of Defence Technology 
and Systems from National University.

DAVID BOLT
Vice President Sales 

& Solution Consulting 
(APAC Region), Kapsch 

TrafficCom AG

David Bolt earned his Masters degree of Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Strathclyde and International Business from Nanyang Technology University in 
Singapore. David has more than 15 years of experience with product development, 
regional group management, business development, and consulting. At Kapsch 
TrafficCom Australia, David is responsible for managing the Sales & Solution 
Consulting with a role to understand customer’s pain points and assist in consulting 
on viable solutions that make customers successful. David is a passionate advocate 
for faster adoption of safer, smarter infrastructure and in his spare time is a Certified 
Wine Sommelier. 
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MICHI ABE 
CEO & Co-Founder, 

Abundance Food

Michi Abe is the founder of Abundance Food based in Chiang Mai, Thailand. He spent 
his childhood in Tokyo, but his adolescence in California and has been living in Chiang 
Mai for the past 18 years. He is an enthusiastic ultra trail runner and likes to spend 
his weekends running around the mountains of northern Thailand with his dog. The 
creation of Abundance Food was inspired by wanting healthy, natural, convenient and 
nutritious snack bars, but finding none. Abundance Food aims to be the largest healthy 
snack bar producer in Asia offering customers minimally processed simple snacks with 
easy to understand ingredients.

WERNER MÜLLER 
Program Manager at Global 

Incubator Network (GIN) 
Austria; Head of Startup 

Services, Austrian Research 
Promotion Agency (FFG) 

Werner Müller is head of the the startup services of FFG - the Austrian Research 
Promotion Agency, which is the national funding agency for industrial research and 
development in Austria. FFG is offering targeted and coordinated funding schemes 
and services for start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs. FFG invests over 80 million euros 
in supporting new ideas of startups.  
https://www.ffg.at/en/startups. 

The Global Incubator Network Austria (GIN) is a program that supports Asian 
startups in their internationalisation to Austria and Europe.  
https://gin-austria.com/

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

SANTI ABAKAZ
CEO & Co-Founder, 

Tastebud Lab

Santi Abakaz has dedicated the current chapter of his life to “solving the world’s 
biggest problem in food”. A true believer in sustainable FoodTech & BioTech, he 
is convinced that commercialization is the very key to success. His professional 
background lies in marketing & management, entrepreneurship and consultancy 
with a broad experience in FMCGs, Automobile, Multi-Level Marketing, production, 
musical instrument industry, telecommunication, travel & tourism as well as 
start-ups. Some of his stations were at L’OREAL (Thailand), iBasis (USA.), DENSO 
(Thailand), AMWAY (Thailand). During his free time, he is a lecturer and consultant 
on marketing branding and start-up tech, Future Food&Agriculture at leading 
universities and companies. 

myKN
The world is changing at a rapid pace. To stay competitive, you need to act fast and 
seize opportunities.

myKN - your online platform that makes life easier:

Quote: Online instant quotes for all air and sea transports.
Book:  Book directly or save your quotes for later booking.
Track: Check the status of your shipments and get quick access to your own  
  transport and trade documents.
Explore: Complete overview of outbound and inbound ships, departures, 
  capacities, frequencies and transit times.
Control: Data analysis with integrated business intelligence tools.

A fast, easy and reliable way to manage your logistics.
Stay informed and in control with a centralized and user-friendly platform.
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JOHANNES ERLACH  
Vice President Commercial 

& Growth, OnLoop

Johannes Erlach is a digital innovation and e-commerce expert with 12+ years of 
experience at startups and multinationals across Asia. He is VP, Commercial & 
Growth at OnLoop, a Singapore-based AI startup tackling productivity and clarity 
for hybrid teams. Starting in advertising at big-brand agency McCann Worldgroup, 
he shifted to ecommerce and performance marketing at startup agency FALCON, 
and later joined Swiss market expansion services provider DKSH to set up and 
scale digital business models. He worked with multinationals like MasterCard, 
Microsoft and Qantas, and startups like Deliveroo, iPrice, and HappyFresh. He 
holds a master’s degree in international business and economics from Vienna 
University of Economics and Business and HKUST Business School.

ALEXANDER ABLAZA 
President, Philippine 

Energy Alliance,  
CEO Climargy Inc.

Alexander Ablaza’s career spanning almost four decades has been dedicated to growing 
energy efficiency and other clean energy technology deployment in 14 Asian markets 
through the identification, due diligence and financial close of over $3 billion in direct 
investments, and also through catalytic market transformation, policy, regulatory, 
fund mobilization and transaction support interventions. He designed and established 
Climargy, a Super ESCO (energy service company) to develop fully financed energy 
management upgrades for commercial and industrial clients in priority growth markets 
in Asian growth markets. Alexander convened, founded and chairs the Asia-Pacific ESCO 
Industry Alliance and the Philippine Energy Efficiency Alliance. He likewise co-founded 
and sits in the Advisory Board of the Global ESCO Network and co-chairs the Marketplace 
Taskforce of the global coalition, Mission Efficiency. His educational background is in 
engineering (BSCE) and economics (MBE).

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

DR ALI HASNAIN  

 Co-Founder & CEO, 
Curium

Dr Ali Hasnain is a serial entrepreneur with expertise in robotics, optoelectronics, 
optical imaging, and sensing. He completed his award-winning PhD from the 
National University of Singapore and over 15 international publications in the 
prestigious Nature Scientific Reports and other reputed journals. His previous tech 
startup won the CES 2019 Innovation Award and was eventually acquired by a US-
based tech giant. He is currently the co-founder and CEO of deeptech company - 
Curium - which aims to increase safety and reliability of autonomous vehicles over 
time throughout the entire lifecycle of the product.  He is also a mentor with the 
National University of Singapore, and an active advisor to a handful of technology 
startups based in Singapore, Canada, and Pakistan.

MATTHIAS 
ADELWÖHRER

Director Asia, Austrian 
Business Agency ABA – 

Invest in Austria

Matthias Adelwöhrer started his professional career at Voestalpine, Austria’s 
globally leading steel and technology group with a combination of materials and 
processing expertise. Matthias obtained a master’s degree in International Finance 
and International Trade from Vienna University of Economics and Business. In 2013, 
he joined the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKO). Trained as a Commercial 
Counsellor, he was posted to Frankfurt, Toronto, and was Head of Office in Dusseldorf, 
responsible for Germany’s largest federal state. In 2019, Matthias became the Director 
Asia of the Austrian Business Agency, where he is responsible for all incoming FDI from 
Asia to Austria and in charge of mobility practice, with focus on the automotive industry.

CHRISTIAN FREY 
Head of department 

“International Business”, 
Vienna Business Agency

Christian Frey holds a Masters degree in Business Informatics. He is Director for 
International Business at the Vienna Business Agency, responsible for business 
settlement in Vienna as well as all Expat-related activities. He worked for long years 
as Director in the airline industry, being responsible for IT and revenue management, 
before taking over the position as Head of Business and Innovation at the Austrian 
Research Promotion Agency, where he gained wide experience in the European RDI 
framework programs and acted as the National Contact Point (NCP) for the European 
Innovation Council for Austria. 

JERRICK TEE 
Assistant Director, ACE 
Action Community for 

Entrepreneurship,  
Co-Founder of Synectify

Action Community for Entrepreneurship (ACE) is the national voice for the Singapore 
startup ecosystem, and a key trade association representing the interests of startups 
in Singapore. Since August 2022, Jerrick Tee is responsible for startup & ecosystem 
development in his role as Assistant Director. Prior to that, he headed the Corporate 
Innovations programme at National University of Singapore, enabling deeptech 
and innovations from ideation to commercialisation. Jerrick is also a Co-Founder 
of Synectify, a startup that creates an “Uber for Computing” circular economy for 
renewable energy transition, through a global and decentralized market for carbon-
negative computing power. Being a Global Ambassador of Sustainability, Jerrick took 
part in the UNESCO - Global Youth Sustainability Forum in 2021.
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TRAN NHUT HIEN 

 Supply Chain Director, 
DUYTAN Plastic Recycling

Tran Nhut Hien has extensive experience in the recycling industry and in-depth 
knowledge of the entire recycling process, from collecting used plastic bottles to 
producing recycled plastic pellets and operating high-tech recycling machines from 
Austria. Established in 1987, Duy Tan is the leading plastic brand in Vietnam. In 2021, 
Duy Tan becomes a member of SCG Packaging (SCGP) and aims to become the leading 
rigid plastic packaging and houseware provider in ASEAN.

SENATOR 
CYNTHIA VILLAR  

Senator of the 
Philippines, Agriculture 
and Food, Environment 
and Natural Resources

Senator Cynthia Aguilar Villar earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from the University of the Philippines, which recognized her as the 
2017 UPAA Most Distinguished Alumna. She completed her Masters in Business 
Administration at New York University. In June 2018, she received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws (honoris causa) from the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) for her 
work in agricultural development, poverty alleviation, education, women and children 
welfare. In 2001, Cynthia won as Representative of Las Piñas, where she completed 
three terms or nine years of service until 2010. In the 2013 Midterm Elections, Cynthia 
run and won as senator. In the 2019 National Elections, Cynthia ran and won anew as 
senator. She chairs the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Food, and the Senate 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources since 2013 until now. 

SPEAKERS & PANELLISTS

DATO HAJI RAMLI 
MOHD TAHIR   

CEO, KDEB Waste 
Management, Malaysia

Dato Haji Ramli Mohd Tahir has been serving as Managing Director & Board Member at 
Kumpulan Darul Ehsan Berhad (KDEB) Waste Management since 2014. He joined the 
government-linked investment company in the Malaysian state of Selangor in 2006 as 
a Corporate Planning Manager. Under his leadership, KDEBWM made its mark as the 
top-of-mind company when it comes to managing waste in Malaysia’s most populated 
state. KDEBWM was voted by Frost & Sullivan as the best smart waste management 
company in Malaysia for three consecutive years: 2018, 2019 and 2020. Ramli graduated 
with a Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons) from Universiti Utara Malaysia in 
1996. In 2005, he obtained his Master’s Degree in Business Administration (MBA) from 
the University of East London (UK). In 2019, he has successfully completed an ASEAN 
Senior Management of Harvard Business School certification. 

DR JOSEF M. ULLMER 
Regional Executive Asia & 
Oceania, PT Andritz Hydro, 

Jakarta

Recipient of Austria’s Highest National Honour (Gold Merit Badge of the Republic of 
Austria – Goldenes Verdienstzeichen), Dr Josef M. Ullmer has had a distinguished 
career promoting Austrian technology and expertise in the field of hydro power 
generation to utilize sustainable renewable energy resources for carbon free 
emission electricity generation. Trained an electrical engineer, he has overseen 
some of Asia’s and Oceania’s most significant hydro developments. His tenure of 
nearly four decades has spanned from leading various major strategic initiatives 
of ELIN and VATECH to ANDRITZ, thus contributing substantially to the export 
success of the Austrian industry for various thermal power plants, gas combined 
cycle power plants, hydro power plants and conventional and GIS substations in 
Asia, Australia and New Zealand. In April 2019, Dr Josef was also awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Literature degree by Chitkara University, Punjab (India). 

AGNES KOH  
Assistant Director, 

External Relations, Energy 
Market Authority (EMA)

Agnes Koh is the Assistant Director of the External Relations Department in EMA. 
Her team coordinates Singapore’s energy cooperation with governments and 
international stakeholders. Agnes serves as ASEAN Alternate Senior Official on 
Energy for Singapore. She is also the Chair of the Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-
Singapore Power Integration Project (LTMS-PIP) Commercial Taskforce.

DR HENRIETTA  
EGERTH  

Managing Director, 
Austrian Research 

Promotion Agency (FFG)

Dr Henrietta studied commercial science at the University of Linz and then 
worked for some years in Brussels. On her return to Vienna, she worked for the 
Federation of Austrian Industry before moving to the Ministry of Economics and 
Labour in the year 2000, where she was responsible for business promotion and 
research and development. Since 2004, Dr Henrietta has been CEO of the Austrian 
Research Promotion Agency (FFG). She is also a member of various supervisory 
boards (Lebensraum Tirol Holding GmbH since 2023, NÖKU Group since 2020, 
Vienna Museum of Science and Technology since 2020, Erste Group Bank AG since 
2019), represented in several research and science councils and is a member of 
the University Board of the University of Vienna.
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DR KEVIN CHEONG  

 Adjunct Faculty – SMU / 
University of Newcastle / 

Coventry University / Singapore 
Institute of Technology /  

Curtin Singapore

Dr Kevin Cheong served as head of commercial, sales and marketing for Sentosa 
Development Corporation (2002 to 2006). He later joined JTB Destinations & 
JTB-MEEMO as regional managing director & chief executive officer, overseeing 
the Asia-Pacific region (2009 to 2011). Since 2007, Kevin has been a tourism and 
destination management consultant with clients across Asia-Pacific. Dr Kevin 
served as the elected Chairman of the Association of Singapore Attractions (2010 
to 2022). Kevin is currently an adjunct faculty at Singapore Management University, 
Singapore Institute of Technology, University of Newcastle (AUS), Coventry University 
(UK) and Curtin University (AUS). He holds a Doctor of Business Administration from 
Singapore Management University and a MSc in Finance from Baruch College, City 
University of NY, USA. He is also consultant & member of the technical team for 
attractions criteria and standards development, Global Sustainable Tourism Council.

EMANUEL  
LEHNER-TELIC   

Head of Markets Asia-
Pacific, Austrian National 
Tourist Office and Food, 

Environment and  
Natural Resources

Emanuel Lehner-Telic graduated from Salzburg University with a degree in 
German and French philology. In 1997/98 he attended the 34th Diploma course 
at the Diplomatic Academy in Vienna. He joined the Austrian National Tourist 
Office in its Berlin office in 2000, which he became head of in 2001. After 
postings as a regional manager to Moscow and Budapest, he moved to Beijing 
in 2016 as a regional manager for the Asia-Pacific region. He is currently based 
in Bangkok and works as Head of Markets Asia-Pacific. Besides, Emanuel 
holds a master-degree in Sociology/Organizational Development (RPTU 
Kaiserslautern-Landau). His first book on “Systemic approaches for distant 
leadership in an intercultural context” will be published in December 2023.

AMANDA WANG   
Vice President Global 
Destinations (EMEA), 

Trip.com

As the Global Destination Marketing leader in Trip.com Group and VP, Amanda Wang 
works closely with more than 260 destinations to provide complete digital marketing 
solutions and on-product solutions to their global partners. Before joining Trip 
group, Amanda worked for Richemont group for 7+ years in brand management and 
expansion. She is experienced in various fields, such as Brand strategy planning, 
marketing & sales, operations, channel development, digital ads, etc. She has led 
business development, distribution expansion, and VIP/partnership engagement 
projects in the luxury industry for over ten years. With solid and recognised 
competencies in strategy, finance (UK Loughborough Msc Finance, ACCA), and 
management of resources, Amanda has extensive international experience across 
continents throughout her career path. 

BERND WACHTER  
Corporate Director 
Circular Economy  
& Recycling Asia,  

ALPLA Group

Bernd Wachter has been with the ALPLA group for 18 years in various positions. 
He started and headed the ALPLA business in China from 2006 to 2013 and in 
Southeast Asia from 2010 to 2021 as Regional Managing Director. Since January 
2022, he has been leading the Circular Economy & Recycling businesses across Asia 
as Corporate Managing Director, having garnered vast experience of markets and 
countries throughout Asia. In order to develop new, innovative solutions in the area 
of sustainability and recycling, Bernd as corporate director of Circular Economy & 
Recycling Asia and his team work closely with the global recycling and sustainability 
experts at the headquarters in Hard, Austria.

OLIVER CSENDES  
Chief Digital & Innovation 
Officer, Austrian National 

Tourist Office 

Oliver Csendes holds a Master’s degree from the Vienna University of Economics and 
Business. Building on over a decade of expertise in consulting and management, he 
undertook an Executive MBA from the University of Oxford. He has taken on diverse 
roles—from management consulting and portfolio management to directorial positions 
within Novomatic Group’s subsidiaries. In 2015, Oliver pivoted to Pioneers, sculpting 
the innovation and start-up landscape of Europe. In 2017, Oliver ascended to leadership 
at JFDI (Just Fucking Do It) GmbH, the force behind Pioneers, joining the board of 
directors. After a year of independent consulting, he embarked on creating a Web3.0 
music startup and successfully graduated from the Elevate Accelerator Programme at 
the University of Oxford. Currently, Oliver is the Chief Digital & Innovation Officer at the 
Austrian National Tourist Office.

NORBERT KETTNER  
CEO, Vienna Tourist Board

Norbert Kettner has been the Vienna Tourist Board’s Director since 2007. Prior to this, 
from 2003, he was founding managing director of Departure Wirtschaft, Kunst und 
Kultur GmbH, Austria’s first business promotion institution for the creative industries. 
From 1993 till 2003, Norbert was spokesman for the Executive City Councilor of Finance 
and Deputy Mayor of Vienna. Norbert is a member of the board of trustees of the 
Austrian Broadcasting Corporation ORF, deputy chairman of the supervisory board of 
Vienna City Marketing Agency, member of the board of directors and the presidium of 
Vienna Business Agency, and member of the City of Vienna’s Economic Council 2030. He 
is also part of the Aviation Industry Austria Advisory Board and member of the Tourism 
and Hospitality Industry Advisory Board of MODUL University Vienna.

Photo credit: ©WienTourismus - Peter Rigaud
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MEET OUR SPONSORS

International technology group ANDRITZ offers a broad portfolio of 
innovative plants, equipment, systems, services and digital solutions for 
a wide range of industries and end markets. Sustainability is an integral 
part of the company’s business strategy and corporate culture. ANDRITZ 
is a global market leader in all four of its business areas – Pulp & Paper, 
Metals, Hydro and Separation. The publicly listed group has around 29,700 
employees and over 280 locations in more than 40 countries. 

Based in Graz, Austria, eee Austria international projects GmbH operates 
successfully in over 20 countries worldwide as part of eee Group. As a 
leader in digital education, education technologies, digital safety, and 
security management, Vocational Training transfer, eee Austria provides 
quality solutions for a wide range of clients which include government 
ministries, private sector entities and international organizations.

Gantner Instruments provides personalized solutions to generate 
knowledge from data, relieving all challenges related to digitizing physical 
quantities and efficient data storage/analysis by providing technologies, 
building blocks, and competencies. Go Gantner to experience the modern 
approach to data acquisition with high-quality measurement hardware, 
game-changing software solutions, and free qualified technical support 
without subscriptions, proprietary restrictions, or ridiculous lead times.

INNIO is a leading energy solution and service provider that empowers 
industries and communities to make sustainable energy work today. With  
our product brands Jenbacher and Waukesha and our digital platform 
myPlant, we offer innovative solutions for the power generation and 
compression segments. INNIO is headquartered in Jenbach (Austria), 
with other primary operations in Waukesha (Wisconsin, U.S.) and Welland 
(Ontario, Canada). 

On 20 September 1892, Johann Kapsch opened a precision workshop in 
Vienna, Austria. In so doing, he laid the foundations for an enterprise that 
has stood for power of innovation and a customer-centric approach. Since 
then, Kapsch TrafficCom has become a globally renowned provider of end-
to-end intelligent transportation solutions (ITS). In the Asia-Pacific region 
we have been working with cities and regional authorities for more than  
60 years to improve the quality of life for citizens.

GOLD SPONSORS

Singapore
Luther LLP
4 Battery Road, #25-01
Bank of China Building
Singapore 049908
singapore@luther-lawfirm.com

Luther Corporate Services Pte Ltd
25 International Business Park
#02-78/79 German Centre
Singapore 609916
singapore@luther-services.com
Phone: +65 6408 8000, Fax: +65 6408 8001

Legal services
	� Company Incorporation
	� Contract/Commercial Law
	� Corporate Law/Merger & Acquisition
	� Due diligence and transaction support
	� Employment law
	� Joint Ventures
	� Private equity, venture capital
	� Protection of intellectual property
	� Tax structuring, tax advice

Corporate services
	� Accounting & Financial Reporting
	� Business establishment
	� Cash, fund & payment administration
	� Company Secretarial Services
	� Dissolution, deregistration
	� Human resources & payroll administration
	� Immigration and work permit matters
	� Individual and corporate tax compliance

Legal and Tax Advice | www.luther-lawfirm.com
Corporate Services | www.luther-services.com

Bangkok, Berlin, Brussels, Cologne, Delhi-Gurugram, Dusseldorf, Essen, 
Frankfurt a.M., Hamburg, Hanover, Ho Chi Minh City, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, 
Leipzig, London, Luxembourg, Munich, Shanghai, Singapore, Stuttgart, 
Yangon

Luther and local partner offices in 
important European and Asian markets
We have a global outlook, with offices in key economic and financial centres in Asia and 
Europe. We also maintain close relationships with leading corporate law firms worldwide. 
This way, we ensure a seamless service for our clients throughout demanding international 
projects. 

Luther locations
Best friends
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Gebrüder Weiss is a global full-service logistics provider with 8,400 
employees at 180 locations. Its portfolio encompasses transport & 
logistics solutions, digital services and supply chain management. The 
twin strengths of digital and physical competence enable Gebrüder Weiss 
to respond swiftly and flexibly to customers’ needs. Having implemented a 
wide range of environmental, economic, and social initiatives the family-run 
organization is also considered a pioneer in sustainable business practices

KE KELIT GmbH is a family-owned company in Linz which develops, 
manufactures, and sells plastic and metal pipe systems, insulation, and 
pre-insulated piping. With almost 80 years of experience and more than 
230 patents and registered designs, their products have often become 
synonyms for specialised pipe systems worldwide. They are also no 
stranger to Southeast Asia, as KE KELIT GmbH has been established in 
the region since 1993 – 30 years and counting! 

Lufthansa Group airlines (Austrian, Lufthansa, SWISS) offer seamless 
connections to over 200 cities in Europe with transit times as short as  
45 minutes, thus promising a faster getaway to your destination. Lufthansa 
and SWISS operate daily non-stop flights from Singapore to Frankfurt, 
Munich, Zurich. The airlines focus on sustainability through various 
innovations such as operating fleets on sustainable aviation fuel to using 
biodegradable food packaging on board.

Rödl & Partner is the only professional services firm with offices in nearly 
all relevant markets, able to support our clients wherever in the world they 
might be. Working together, closely interlinked across all service lines, 
we provide holistic one-stop-shop consulting: Legal services, corporate 
services, tax services, transfer pricing, BPO, audit & accounting. Combining 
local know-how and global presence, we ensure customized solutions and 
consistent quality standards worldwide.

Siemens is a focused-technology company that empowers our customers to 
positively transform the industries that form the backbone of our economies 
– industry, infrastructure, transport and healthcare. From more resource-
efficient factories, resilient supply chains and smarter buildings and grids, 
to cleaner and more comfortable transportation and advanced healthcare, 
we create technology with purpose, adding real value for customers.

Kuehne+Nagel is one of the world’s leading logistics providers with a 
network of more than 1,300 locations in almost 100 countries. Its strong 
market position lies in sea logistics, air logistics, road logistics and contract 
logistics, with a clear focus on integrated logistics solutions. 

Over 80,000 employees worldwide are dedicated to providing customers with 
technology and data-enabled transport services and logistics solutions.

With total staff strength of more than 90, Luther is the largest German 
headquartered law firm in Singapore. 26 lawyers cover the whole range 
of corporate and commercial legal work as well as the structuring of 
investments within South and Southeast Asia. Together with our experienced 
accountants, tax consultants and company secretaries, we provide a one-
stop solution for all your corporate needs. 

ALPLA is a world leader in the development and production of innovative 
packaging solutions, such as bottles, caps, and injection-moulded parts. 
Our long history as a family-run business, our cutting-edge technologies 
and our dedicated employees set us and our products apart. Our business 
activities are founded on sustainability - and with our more than 30 years 
of experience in recycling and our own recycling plants, we play our part in 
ensuring that plastics remain in the materials cycle.

Julius Blum GmbH is a family-owned company that operates worldwide, 
specialising in the manufacture and distribution of functional furniture 
fittings. Our main product groups are lift, hinge, pull-out and pocket systems 
for furniture. We have 8 plants in Austria, production sites in Poland, Brazil, 
China and the USA, and 32 subsidiaries around the world. We employ 9,300 
people all over the world, of which 6,800 work in Vorarlberg and more than 
850 work within the Asia Pacific region.

SILVER SPONSORS

Frequentis, headquartered in Vienna, is a supplier of communication & 
information systems for control centres with safety-critical tasks. The 
listed family company develops and markets its solutions for the Air 
Traffic Management and the Public Safety & Transport segment. With 
approx. 2,100 employees, Frequentis has a global network in more than 
50 countries. It’s products, services, and solutions are used at more than 
45,000 operator working positions in around 150 countries. 
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Greiner Bio-One specialises in the development, production, and 
distribution of high-quality plastic laboratory products. The company is 
a technology partner for hospitals, laboratories, universities, research 
institutes, and the diagnostic, pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
industries. As an Original Equipment Manufacturer, Greiner Bio-One is 
also a solid partner for industry clients and offers customised design 
development and production processes.

Ovotherm, the world’s No. 1 specialist for transparent egg packaging 
proudly opened its first production in Asia (Malaysia). Ovotherm 
spearheads the plastic egg packaging sector with technical expertise, a 
profound understanding of the industry and its markets. A forward-thinking 
mindset and 50 years of experience have secured the lead in technology as 
well as a pioneering role in environmental protection and circular economy 
solutions: Ovotherm egg packs are made from 100% recycled PET bottles.

RBI regards Austria, where it is a leading corporate and investment 
bank, as well as Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) as its home market. 
12 markets of the region are covered by subsidiary banks. RBI has been 
present in Singapore since 1984, providing customized support to its 
business partners. This presence allows the bank to play an important 
bridging role between Austria, CEE, and Asia, making it easier for 
customers to benefit from these markets. 

Founded in 1921, LGT is the leading international private bank and asset 
manager owned by the Princely House of Liechtenstein. As at 31 Dec 2022, 
LGT managed assets of USD310 billion for individuals and institutional 
clients. Established in Asia since 1986, LGT today is one of the top private 
banks in Asia Pacific. Based in the cities of Hong Kong, Singapore, Bangkok 
and Japan, clients can access our teams of relationship managers, 
investment specialists and wealth planning experts across APAC.

BRONZE SPONSORS

AT&S has chosen Malaysia for its first production site, worth Euro 1.7 
billion, in Southeast Asia. Located in Kulim Hi-Tech Park, the ongoing 
plant construction started in 2021 and serial production is expected end 
of 2024. Once completed, the plant will produce high-end IC substrates 
for high-performance computing, AI, edge computing, IoT, servers, cloud 
computing, networking and 5G Base Stations. With the headquarter 
based in Austria, AT&S has plants in China, India and Korea.

Borouge, listed on the Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, is a leading 
petrochemical company that provides innovative and differentiated 
polyolefin solutions for the energy, infrastructure, mobility, advanced 
packaging, healthcare and agriculture industries. Abu Dhabi National 
Oil Company (ADNOC) owns a majority 54% stake and Borealis holds a 
36% stake in Borouge. 

Delighting diners in Singapore since 2006, Brotzeit® is synonymous with 
authentic German cuisine and hospitality: hearty and delicious food, 
cold beer, and a warm and welcoming ambience. It’s what Germans call 
‘Gemütlichkeit’. It’s not so much a place as a feeling, when everything is 
‘just right’. The all-round fantastic Brotzeit® experience that has won the 
hearts of many loyal regulars is also available for private and corporate 
events, at our outlets, or as a catering at your preferred venue.

Omakase Dining in Tanjong Pagar. Helmed by Austrian-born chef Stephan 
Zoisl, Chef’s Table offers a Western omakase experience that has been 
crafted with a variety of dietary preferences in mind: “From the Field” is 
the restaurant’s vegan offering, whereas “From Land & Sea” presents 
fish and meat. Both menus feature seasonal produce sourced locally and 
internationally. While Chef’s Table bears the hallmarks of fine dining, the 
concept is presented in a casual setting.

Geoconsult is an engineering consulting firm serving the private and 
government sector on a global scale. Best known for achievements in 
underground works, we offer modern engineering services for projects 
in underground infrastructure, energy & water supply, storage, and civil 
defence with special expertise in supplementary technologies such as 
compressed air, ground freezing, and jet grouting. To date, we have provided 
services worldwide for close to 2,000 km of underground infrastructure.

MEET OUR SPONSORS
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STAY IN TOUCH AFTER  
THE CONFERENCE

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Indonesia 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantage-austria-indonesia/ 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Malaysia 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantage-austria-my/

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Philippines 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantage-austria-philippines/

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Singapore 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantageaustriasingapore/ 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Thailand 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantage-austria-thailand/ 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Vietnam 
www.linkedin.com/company/advantage-austria-vietnam/ 

Published by 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Singapore
All rights reserved.
©Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
600 North Bridge Road
Parkview Square #24-04/05
Singapore 188778
T +65 63 96 63 50
singapore@advantageaustria.org

Graphic Design

GREEN HOUSE DESIGN + COMMUNICATIONS
163 Geylang Road
#02-05 Grandplus
Singapore 389240
T +65-6222 0068
www.greenhousedc.com

Since 1895, founder Daniel Swarovski’s mastery of crystal cutting has 
defined the company. His passion for innovation and design has made it the 
world’s premier jewelry & accessory brand. Today, the family continues the 
tradition of extraordinary everyday style. With a focus on trend curation, 
design and meaningful branding, every piece tells a story and embodies 
over 125 years of craftsmanship. The continuous evolution of material and 
technique makes Swarovski the leader of crystal cut creation.

R

Zinkpower Austrindo started its operation in year 1999 which the 
factory located in Cikande, Serang. We offer the galvanizing of a wide 
variety of materials, and we collect and deliver in the greater Jakarta 
and West Java area. We also have many galvanizing factories all 
over the world, such as Mexico, Brazil, the United States, Turkey, the 
United Arab Emirates, Germany, Austria, Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, and Denmark.

TANN Philippines, Inc. (TPI) is the crown jewel of the TANN group in Asia, 
having established itself as the largest tipping paper manufacturer for 
over two decades. Known for its leadership in quality and innovation, 
the Philippine factory earned the trust of its customers fueling several 
capacity expansions over the years. On its 20th year, TPI continues to 
invest in further expanding its product portfolio as well as sustaining 
initiatives in taking care of its workforce and the environment.

MEET OUR SPONSORS
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ABOUT US

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND AROUND THE WORLD

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA, the internationalization agency of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, 
provides a broad range of intelligence and business development services for both Austrian companies 
and their international business partners. About 100 offices in over 70 countries around the world can 
assist you in locating clients, suppliers, distributors, agents, and business partners. We organize about 
1,200 events every year to bring business contacts together and provide in-depth information on business 
locations as well as assistance in entering foreign markets. 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Bangkok
Stefan Psota
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
Chartered Square Bldg. 14 Fl. #1403
152 North Sathorn Road
Bangkok 10500
T +66 (0)2 03 85 885
bangkok@advantageaustria.org

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Jakarta
Sigmund Nemeti
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
Menara Kadin Indonesia, 19th Floor
Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Blok X-5 Kav. 2 & 3
Jakarta 12950, Indonesia
T +62 21 25 50 01 86
jakarta@advantageaustria.org

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Ho Chi Minh City
Dietmar Schwank
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
Saigon Centre, Tower 1, Unit 1 Level 13
65 Le Loi St., District 1
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
T +84 28 7109 9781
hochiminhcity@advantageaustria.org

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Kuala Lumpur 
Reinhart Zimmermann
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
Suite 14.1, Level 14, Menara IMC
8, Jalan Sultan Ismail
50250 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
T +60 3 2380 6980
kualalumpur@advantageaustria.org

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Manila
Christina Stieber
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
14/F Pacific Star Building
Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave. cor. Makati Ave.
1200 Makati City, Metro Manila, Philippines
T +63 2 8818 15 81
manila@advantageaustria.org

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Singapore
David Bachmann
Austrian Embassy – Commercial Section
600 North Bridge Road
Parkview Square #24-04/05
Singapore 188778
T +65 63 96 63 50
singapore@advantageaustria.org
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