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Dear Reader, 

the 2nd quarter of 2018 offers a full agenda of exciting events for the 

Austrian – South African business community. While we are glad to 

inform you about the highlights of our event calendar, we also 

continue to strive to provide you with relevant business news & 

opportunities from Austria. 

Earlier this month, 12 Austrian companies took part in the Agri-Water Innovation Challenge in Cape 

Town. In total 19 innovators from South Africa and Austria met with potential partners and investors in 

Cape Town to present ideas to reduce the amount of water currently used in agriculture. The delegation 

had the opportunity to engage with the Executive Deputy Mayor of Cape Town, Ian Neilson, at a 

networking evening hosted by Red Bull South Africa. At the event’s conclusion two participants, fluvicon 

(Austria) and Kusini Water (South Africa), were awarded the main prizes sponsored by Andritz Pumps.  

Taking the small leap from water to health, at the end of May you will find us at Africa Health 2018. We 

are proud to present a group of 9 renowned Austrian companies at this, Southern Africa’s most 

significant medical and health show! Then, get your clubs out, because on the 1st of June the Austrian 

Business Chamber hosts the 4th ABC Golf Day at the Houghton Golf Club. This annual fixture provides 

an excellent opportunity for networking and brand exposure while enjoying a wonderful day of golf and 

entertainment. 

In light of the recent news that a record number of patents have been submitted to the European Patent 

Office (EPO) by Austrian companies (link), you will understand why we use the moniker “suprisingly 

ingenious”. But you don’t have to take our word for it, simply page to the summary of current business 

opportunities offered by Austrian companies in South Africa  on page 5 - with a special focus on 

healthcare. 

The next issue of AUSTRIAN BUSINESS NEWS will arrive in your mailbox in August. Until then, we invite 

you to stay up-to-date by following us on Twitter or joining our LinkedIn group, ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA 

in SA. 

Johannes Brunner 

The Austrian Trade Commissioner 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA JOHANNESBURG 

EDITORIAL 

https://150sec.com/fluvicon-austria/
https://150sec.com/fluvicon-austria/
https://amaphiko.redbull.com/en/magazine/how-macademia-nuts-and-the-sun-are-powering-clean-water?linkId=51561368
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/news/local/20180410_Oesterreichs_EPA-Patenteinreichungen_2017.en.html
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
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Agri-Water Innovation Challenge: tackling water shortage in the Western Cape through smart 

agriculture and technology 

Innovators from South Africa and Austria met with potential partners and investors in Cape Town 

at the start of May to present ideas for the reduction of water currently used in agriculture. The 17 

innovators were chosen as finalists in the Agri-Water Open Innovation Challenge out of a pool of 

70 high-quality submissions from the two countries. 

Impetus 

Earlier this year the grave concern that Cape Town could 

be the first major city to run out of water was a major 

wake-up call. This prompted ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA to 

focus our efforts on creating the Agri-Water Innovation 

Challenge, a platform on which South African and Austrian 

businesses could tackle the challenge at hand, work more 

closely together in the water technology and perhaps 

inspire new collaborations. The particular focus on the 

agricultural sector was of crucial importance from the 

beginning because it links to other issues, like food 

security, employment and the economy. 

The 17 finalists were chosen by an expert jury that included intelletual property attorneys in practice at the Cape 

Town based firm Von Siedels. The submissions ranged from information technology solutions to the monitoring 

and control of water use, desalination and demand-based irrigation controllers.  

Focusing on scaleability and innovation 

The judges recognised the “unique selling point” of 

some innovations and the “cutting-edge” solutions of 

others. One of the South African finalists to receive 

recognition was proposed by Limpopo-based 

innovator, Murendeni Mafumo (Kusini Water) – a water 

filtration system that makes use of macadamia nut 

shells. The waste shells are sourced from a farmer 

after which they are burned and mixed with chemicals, 

turning it into a slurry.  

View of the Robinson Dry Dock and Table Mountain from  

Workshop 17, V&A Waterfront, Cape Town 

World Networking Café – finalists engage with potential partners 

and investors 
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The shells are extremely effective, as they don’t burn out completely. The simple mechanical filtration system is 

suitable for emerging farmers in rural areas and also to produce safe drinking water. Mafumo, formerly a water 

technician and water treatment specialist for the City of Cape Town and Johannesburg Water, started testing the 

first prototype last year.  

An Austrian innovator, Thomas Griessler of fluvicon, developed a water treatment solution that follows the basic 

principle of every living cell, forward osmosis. The system does not make use of chemicals and can be utilised in 

the production of drinkable water from waste water or sea water. Apart from its use in agriculture, Griessler sees 

great opportunities in the mining and oil industries, where mobile units could be set up to purify water on site. 

“About a quarter of the money that has to be spent during the lifetime of an oil well comes from water handling. 

By using a mobile unit and treating the water on site, it would reduce operating costs. Forward osmosis also uses 

50% less energy,” said Griessler, who has a background in experimental physics and leads a research consortium 

in Austria which deals with forward osmosis.  

All of the finalists participated in training on intellectual property, understnding the market and learning how to 

pitch successfully. Thereafter, they were each given the opportunity to pitch their solutions to partners and 

investors in a World Matchmaking Café.  

Recognising inspiration and hard work 

At the conculsion of the event, the following prizes were 

awarded: Andritz Outstanding Submission Prizes - 

Kusini Water (SA) and fluvicon (AT); iMakers Lab Prize - 

Yellow Beast Technology (SA); Von Siedels IP Prizes - 

Khubeka (SA) and JR Aqua Consol (AT); Technology 

Innovation Agency Incubation Prize: Aqua-Cura (SA), 

Biosprite (SA) and LifeNeedsWater (AT). 

The event was organised by ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA in 

collaboration with riis, the Technology Innovation 

Agency and Silicon Cape. It benefitted greatly from sponsorship by Andritz GmbH, i Makers Lab, Red Bull South 

Africa and Von Siedels. The partnerships with Hortgro, the Water Reseach Council of South Africa and Winetech 

were also instrumental in the realisation of the event and its success. 

For a look at all the finalists, click here. 

From L to R: Thomas Griessler (fluvicon) with Uwe Seebacher of 

ANDRITZ GmbH after receiving the prize for an outstanding 

submision. 

https://agriwater.org.za/finalists/
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Healthcare 

Cell imaging and analysis 

TissueGnostics (TG) focuses on integrated solutions for high content and/or high 

throughput scanning and analysis of biomedical, veterinary, natural sciences and 

technical microscopy samples including by input through their own software. Theirs 

is a globally active company with subsidiaries in the EU, the USA and China and 

customers in 28 countries. The company was founded by scientists from the Vienna 

University Hospital in 2003. So, you know you’re getting the latest technology for accurate diagnotics. 

E office@tissuegnostics.com | homepage (en)

Disposables 

Greiner Bio-One specialises in the development, production and distribution of high 

quality plastic products for use in laboratories. The company is a technology partner 

for hospitals, laboratories, universities, research institutes, the diagnostics and 

pharmaceutical industry and the biotechnology industry. Greiner Bio-One is divided 

into three business areas: preanalytics (e.g. under the VACUETTE® brand name 

specimen collection systems for blood, urine and saliva), bio-science (incl. molecular infection diagnostics for the 

following areas of application: sexually transmitted diseases, hospital bacteria and their resistance as well as 

product for the safety of vaccines and pharmaceuticals) and sterilisation. The company also operates as an 

Original Equipment Manufacturer of plastic components in the life science and medical fields.  

E office@at.gbo.com | homepage (en) 

Hygiene 

 As a specialist in the field of compliance-motivation HAGLEITNER offers digital 

dispenser monitoring, enabling a data based hygiene management of hand 

disinfection dispensers. With products for hand hygiene and hand disinfection, 

surface cleaning, disinfectant dishwasher detergents and disinfectant washing 

detergents the company has specifically targeted suppliers and partners in wellness and health facilities. More 

than 600 products such as dispenser systems, touchless dispensers, products for cleaning and disinfection (for 

washrooms, kitchens, laundries and buildings) provide economic solutions for customers.  

E office@hagleitner.at| homepage (en)

Information Technology 

SMI, as an independent system integrator, has for more than 15 years been a global pioneer in implementing 

highly complex ICT systems, such that they seamlessly integrate to form a Total Hospital Information Systems 

(T.H.I.S.) particularly aimed at complex PPP health projects. Their products include: 

 e-Health solutions

 Critical Care & Operating Theatre systems

 databases

 specialized clinical systems

 ERP solutions

 infrastructure, hardware

They already have some examples of such systems in South Africa see them here. 

E office@smi-ppp.com | T +27 31 267 5900 | homepage (en) 

mailto:office@sbm-mp.at
http://www.tissuegnostics.com/en/
http://www.tissuegnostics.com/en/
mailto:office@at.gbo.com
https://www.gbo.com/en_DE.html
mailto:office@hagleitner.at
http://www.hagleitner.com/en/
http://www.hagleitner.com/en/
http://www.smi-ppp.com/gauteng
http://www.smi-ppp.com/we-manage-your-integrated-it-services
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Pneumatic tubes  

 Sumetzberger offers technically proven, customer-specific solutions for pneumatic 

tube projects and facilities of every size that provide internal transport solutions in a 

number of different sectors.. This would interest decision makers in hospital 

technology as well as architects and planners. Sumetzberger maintains its market leadership by a continuous 

stream of new, forward-looking developments and solutions such as the auto unload system. Its global 

distribution network comprises some 50 representative offices. Just like the packages it transports, they are 

there when you need them!  

E pt.sales@sumetzberger.at | homepage (en)

Turn-key Solutions 

VAMED provides services and know-how in the health care sector from project development 

and management to engineering, education and training. For a full list of  solutions click here. 

Founded in 1982 VAMED has since completed more than 800 healthcare projects (hospitals 

and health tourism facilities) in 79 countries and provides services to 600 hospitals with 

approx. 143,000 beds. 

E vesales@vamed.com | homepage (en) 

Uninterrupted power systems 

Energie-Technik Vertriebs GmbH was established in 2002 and primarily focusses on 

emergency power supplies.Energie-Technik can offer their reliable power solution in 

the following industry sectors: telecommunications, operators of major data servers, 

railway industry, hospitals, refineries, banks, water and waste water treatment 

plants, oil platform, battery factories, off-grid homes and buildings, telephone and 

other transmitter stations etc. 

E office@et-energietechnik.com | homepage (en)

Wound Care 

Lohmann Rauscher has spent over 160 years developing a wide range of expertise in wound 

care and fibre technology that supports recovery.  Their product portfolio includes know-

how in dermatology, plaster, negative pressure therapy, bandages, OR products, 

Opthalmology, and ENT.  The company is seeking responsible co-operation partners who, 

like us, regard open communication as the basis for a successful and long-term working 

relationship. You wouldn’t expect any less from a firm with a reputation for reliability. 

E info@at.LRmed.com | homepage (en) | facebook - video library 

These and other business 

opportunities are listed on our 

website. 

http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
mailto:pt.sales@sumetzberger.at
https://www.sumetzberger.at/en/home/
https://www.sumetzberger.at/en/home/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/company/vamed-engineering-gmbh.profile.en.html
http://www.vamed.com/
mailto:office@et-energietechnik.com
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/company/energie-technik-vertriebs-gmbh-2.profile.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/company/energie-technik-vertriebs-gmbh-2.profile.en.html
mailto:info@at.LRmed.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/LohmannRauscherGroup/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/Oesterreich-in-Suedafrika.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/
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EVENTS 

Africa Health 
29 - 31 May 2018 | Gallagher Convention Centre, Midrand, South Africa 

African economies and populations are growing. The resulting urbanisation, social mobility and increased life 

expectancy creates a demand for adequate healthcare infrastructure and treatment.  

Advantage Austria will be providing solutions at Africa Health in 2018! 

Austrian companies with showcase an expertise in: 

- medical devices

- pneumatic tube systems and conveyor technology

- hospital information systems

- hospital design, planing and construction

Remember to register for your free event pass and look out for the Austria ‘A’ in Hall 2, Stand G32. 

Follow us @Austria_in_SA for live updates before and during the event.  

For further information contact us directly or visit advantageaustria.org/za 

ABC Annual Golf Day 
1 June 2018 | Houghton Golf Club, Johannesburg 

This annual event provides an opportunity for you and your business partners and guests to interact and network 

while enjoying a wonderful day of golf and entertainment. Your swing may impress, but while you’re out on the 

greens, let your marketing material do the work! As a sponsor you can also gain excellent exposure!  

Sponsor | Play | Dine 

Brand exposure among ABC members and those affiliated with other business chambers. 

Four-ball at R4,100.00 (includes green fees, halfway house and dinner) 

Dinner reservations at R280.00/person 

Proceeds go to Education Africa’s Early Childhood Project. Indicate your interest to Monika Kopp at 

members@austrianbc.co.za.  

More info is available here. 

#AfricaHealthExb 

https://www.africahealthexhibition.com/en/home.html
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/events/AfricaHealth2018.participants.en.html
https://austrianbc.co.za/wp-content/uploads/ABC-2018-GOLF-DAY-SPONSORSHIP-AND-OTHER-OPPORTUNITIES.pdf
mailto:members@austrianbc.co.za
https://austrianbc.co.za/event/the-2018-abc-annual-golf-day/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AfricaHealthExb?src=hash


ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA JOHANNESBURG 

  8/9 BACK TO TOP 

PUBLICATIONS 

FRESH VIEW 

Life Sciences and Medical Technology 

Austrian health facts:  

- With more than 700 companies active in the biotechnology, pharma or

medical technology business, this sector is an important part of the economy.

- Austria’s medical devices and related technologies have played a major role

in the health care industry at every stage in the value chain – from large,

international companies, individual single device businesses to multiple

companies supplying parts and know-how.

- Cancer survival rates are higher in Austria than in many other countries in

Europe.

This edition of FRESH VIEW delivers facts like these, and more, about Austria’s healthcare industry. 

Download here [pdf, 5,400.7 Kb] 

USEFUL LINKS 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA WEBSITE [link]

On this official web portal of Austrian business in South Africa, you will find the buiness opportunities 

listed in this newsletter, and many more. Additionally, information on import, export, investment, work 

and travel between South Africa and Austria can be found here. 

JOIN OUR GROUP ON LINKEDIN [link] 
Where we bring together our interests and expertise - and especially our experts - on Austro-South 

African relations and advancements in industry and technology. 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER [link] 
Where we enjoy sharing Austrian business and technology updates, and engaging our South African 

audience in the curiosities of our surprisingly ingenious country. 

MEET THE TEAM [link] 

Know who to look for at the next event! The team will be happy to meet you. 

AUSTRIAN ORGANISATIONS IN SA [link] 

Find out about the Austrian Club, Austrian Business Chamber and especially the Austrian Embassy in 

Pretoria. You will need the details of the latter for your next visa application. 

http://www.advantageaustria.org/zentral/publikationen/ae/155_Life_Sciences_and_Medical_Technology.pdf
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/Oesterreich-in-Suedafrika.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/zentral/index.en.html
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/Buero-Johannesburg.team.en.html
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za/oesterreich-in-south-africa/netzwerk/netzwerk.en.html


CONTACT 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA Johannesburg 

Austrian Trade Commission 

Cradock Heights, 1st Floor 

21 Cradock Avenue (cnr Tyrwhitt Avenue) 

Rosebank 

Johannesburg 

T +27 11 442 71 00 

E johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

LinkedIn | twitter | Homepage 

ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA, with its network of foreign 

trade offices, is the Foreign Trade Promotion 

Organisation of the Austrian economy. Under the 

auspices of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 

(WKÖ), ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA is Austria's largest 

service provider and driver of all international 

economic activities. ADVANTAGE AUSTRIA acts as an 

official lobby organization, representing the interests 

of its Austrian members both at home, and abroad. 

DISCLOSURE 

You are receiving this Newsletter because you have been in contact with Advantage Austria Johannesburg in the past. If you no longer 

wish to receive this publication please unsubscribe by Email to: johannesburg@advantageaustria.org 

Advantage Austria is committed to protecting your privacy and will never wittingly conduct any unauthorized commercial email 

delivery, also known as spam. 

mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=6931331&trk=groups_most_recent-h-dsc&goback=%2Egmr_6931331
https://twitter.com/austria_in_sa
http://www.advantageaustria.org/za
mailto:johannesburg@advantageaustria.org



